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When should I start preparing to apply for scholarships? The answer isGet ready for college, starting  NOWTODAY!

MIDDLE SCHOOL-SCHOLARSHIP PREPARATION
HIGH SCHOOL – SCHOLARSHIP PREPARATION




For some of you graduation is right around the corner… Do you know if you are meeting all the graduation requirements to graduate with your peers?
What are scholarships?
Understanding what it takes to graduate can be simple.  Get informed!! 

Scholarships are funds that can be used to pay for some or all tuition, book, or other college or technical school expenses.  Scholarships do not need to be paid back, but to be considered students must research and apply for them.
The Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction has information posted at http://www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/default.aspx 
to help identify:

· Required classes to earn a Washington State diploma
· 
· Minimum college/university admission standards
· 
· State assessment requirements
· Resources for High School and Beyond and Culminating Project planning


Your school may have additional graduation requirements.  To learn more, meet with your Counselor, Advisor, Migrant Graduation Specialist, or Migrant Student Advocate to get you on your pathway to graduation.  Scholarships can be found for students who:
· Come from migrant/agricultural, ethnic, or culturally diverse backgrounds
· are the first to go to college in their family
· are undocumented
· are involved in community service or extracurricular activities
· demonstrate financial need
· plan to pursue a degree in specific content areas (math, science, etc.)
· plan to seek employment in a specific career area/interest
· possess special talents
· maintain a high grade point average
· and other additional criteria….
· 
Scholarships may be
awarded through:
· colleges, universities, technical education schools
· parent and student employers
· local community clubs and organizations
· the Military ROTC program
· banks and credit unions
· local/national contest opportunities
You can do it!! 



· Monitor and maintain at least a 3.2 GPA
· Develop specific, written goals for your future.
· Explore possible careers so you can choose a major in college.
· Learn how to search for scholarships and grants to help pay for education after high school.  Develop a timeline to improve your chances of getting awards.
· Find out about college admission tests.  Learn quick tips to improve your scores.
· Discover how you learn best so you make the most of your study time.
· Decide which colleges would be a good fit for you.
· Plan ahead for conversations with your family about education after high school.
· Use the Internet to supplement what you are learning in your high school classes.
· Participate in college preparation programs offered in your school: AVID, Navigation 101/advisories, GEAR UP, etc
· Identify mentors and develop a support network
· Create a portfolio to organize: upcoming scholarship deadlines, copies of submitted applications, letters of recommendation, special recognitions, tracking community service/extracurricular activities, and contact information of potential references
· Research scholarships or local/national scholarships contests which you meet the eligibility criteria and apply for them 
· Get involved in: community service projects or extracurricular activities (SLP or other clubs, sports, school newspaper, etc.)
Demonstrate Leadership through: coordinating a community service project, being the team captain, serving as student government officer, taking leadership responsibilities at your job, etc. 


ALL STUDENTS – SCHOLARSHIP PREPARATIONGet ready for college starts today















	



When should I start preparing to apply for scholarships? The answer isMake your college application 
STAND OUT NOW!





· Write a college essay that will help get your application noticed and approved. 
· Learn how to fill out the application packet you'll submit to get into college.
· Prepare for a college interview:  you are more than words on a page!  Plan ahead for possible questions.
Keep updated copy of transcript and know how to read it
Be aware of class rankings and work to place in the top 10%
Ensure you are on track to graduate: meet local and state exam and graduation requirements, complete your culminating project, and portfolio
Enroll in honor level, advanced placement, or community college courses, when possible 
Ensure the courses you are taking meet college admission requirements
Plan to take the ACT, PSAT, NMSQT, PLAN, and SAT tests
Apply for FAFSA, if possible



· Enroll in honor and high school level courses, when possible
· 7th and 8th graders apply for the College Bound Scholarship at www.hecb.wa.gov


	


[image: P:\ART, PHOTOS, GRAPHICS\Photos\Graduation pics...Credit Evaluations...Science pics\DSC00089.JPG]When should I start preparing to apply for scholarships? The answer isYou - a COLLEGE student! 
What’s that like?  
 NOW!




· In college, students are treated as adults.  What does that mean?  
· How will college be different from high school?
· What will I wear?  How will I make new friends?
Keep updated copy of transcript and know how to read it
Be aware of class rankings and work to place in the top 10%
Ensure you are on track to graduate: meet local and state exam and graduation requirements, complete your culminating project, and portfolio
Enroll in honor level, advanced placement, or community college courses, when possible 
Ensure the courses you are taking meet college admission requirements
Plan to take the ACT, PSAT, NMSQT, PLAN, and SAT tests
Apply for FAFSA, if possible


QUESTIONS? Contact Secondary Education for Migrant YouthMigrant Student Data and Recruitment 
At
slp@semy.org or call 1(888) 727-7123810-B E. Custer Ave. Sunnyside, WA  98944
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