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1. If we notice that a student’s test settings are not correct, how long does it take for changes made in TIDE View/Edit Student Settings to show up in the student interface?

If a student’s test setting was not correctly identified in TIDE prior to the student beginning a test session, the TA should immediately pause the test and alert the SC to modify TIDE. The View/Edit Student settings are real-time so that the student can immediately rejoin the current session with the correct accessibility supports. This applies to all settings, with exception of Braille, Spanish Stacked Translation, and ASL.


1. When the new ARMS system goes online for us to submit information to OSPI (appeals, irregularities, security forms, etc.) will we need to go back and use ARMS to submit information we’ve previously noted with the Test Incident Log or faxed Test Incident forms?

No. Information submitted through ARMS will be able to be exported into Excel for your record. When ARMS is available, districts can switch over to ARMS and stop using Testing Incident Log for future entries. 

For districts who have already reported incidents for the Spring administrations of MSP and/or Smarter Balanced, OSPI recommends keeping those files separate from ARMS. This process will eliminate duplicate entries and report cleaner data should we receive a public records request. 


1. When and if can we use Co:Writer as an accommodation for state testing?

I think there are two main challenges with requesting to use this software during testing. One is that we need to think about the specific features we’re asking to use, because Co:Writer had different versions and offers many tools. So if an IEP says use of Co:Writer, you will need more information about the specific features being used for accommodations.  

The second is that Co:Writer does not integrate with the student interface from AIR. So although we set up TIDE with permissive mode to allow Co:Writer to run and share screen space with the Smarter Balanced test, the students’ spoken responses, for example, will not show up in the test response boxes. You still need the student or a proctor to transcribe the information from a Co:Writer screen to a test response box. 

With that in mind then, the important consideration is that features like predictive spelling or grammar checking impact the constructs being measured in both the CAT and PT sections of the ELA assessment. That is why those are not allowed for ELA and require a non-standard accommodations request for Math and Science. 


1. Is Washington using Artificial Intelligence to score writing assessments?


While several states are taking small steps implementing Artificial Intelligence (AI) scoring, Washington is not. This spring, AIR introduced an AI scoring feature for the interims that Hawaii and Idaho have implemented. South Dakota signed on to Measurement Incorporated’s AI scoring for its summative administration last spring and plans to use again this spring. OSPI will wait a bit longer, observe other state programs, and have many conversations before we move in the AI direction.

In the coming weeks, AIR will be creating a FAQ doc about AI scoring. If you, your teams, parents, boards, etc., have any burning or not-so-burning questions about AI scoring, please send them to Christopher Hanczrik and he will forward to AIR to be included in the new FAQ.  

