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Welcome & Introducations



Topics:

Updates from OSPI

 Interim Assessment Updates

District Sharing

Your other questions
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Updates
January 25, 2019

Kim Kellogg 
Regional Literacy Coordinator



Leveraging the Smarter 
Balanced System

Shelley O’Dell

ELA Assessment Specialist 

OSPI



How are Interim Assessments used in your district?

• How does your district use interims? 
• For what purpose: 
 Practice/training
 Inform instruction
 Other?

• Does your district/school use the Digital Library?
• Yes – for what purpose and how often
• No – why not (be honest)



Do Districts/Schools use Interims?

Washington state numbers of ELA Interim blocks for 2017–18:

(Summative)(Interims)



Lessons Learned in the Field…

• If teachers don’t understand the purpose of the IABs, they are 
less likely to administer them

• If they get lost in WCAP, they close the browser and walk away

• If we want teachers to administer IABs, we need to help them 
understand how the data can be used to plan for instructional 
next steps



Lesson 1
Help Teachers See the 
“What” and “Why” of IABs



Smarter Balanced as a System

• Intentional year-long implementation 

• Interim assessments

• Digital Library resources

• Summative assessment

• Reporting applications to dig into data and content

• Connections Playlists to understand skills and knowledge, find 
targeted Digital Library resources for instructional purposes



Smarter Balanced System

INTERIM ASSESSMENTS



Our Assessment System 

Standards

English language arts:

• ELA K-12 Learning 
Standards

• ELA/Literacy Standards

Math: 

• Math K-12 Learning 
Standards

• Mathematical Practice 
Standards

Tools and Resources to improve learning

Interims: 

• Interims blocks (IABs)

• Comprehensive (ICAs)

Digital Library:

• Formative Resources

• Connections Playlists

Summative Assessment

Smarter Balanced 
Summative tests:

• English language arts

• Mathematics



Summative or Formative? 
The garden analogy… If we think of our children as plants

Summative assessment of the plants is the process of 
measuring them. It is interesting and important to 
compare and analyze measurements but, in itself, this 
does not affect the growth of the plants.

Formative assessment, on the other hand, is the 
equivalent of feeding and watering the plants 
appropriate to their needs – directly affecting 
their growth.



Purpose of Assessments

Summative: Assessment OF learning

• Generally high-stakes 

• Accountability 

• Evaluation of curriculum 
and instruction

• End of unit/class 

• Evaluation of student 
understanding

Formative: Assessment FOR learning

• Generally low-stakes 

• Classroom purposes and 
involves learners

• Improvement of ongoing 
instruction and learning

• Non-graded 

• Actionable feedback



Purpose of Interims

Designed for instructional use to support learning and teaching: 

• Check student progress 

• Inform classroom instruction

• Practice with online system and accessibility tools (accommodations)

Important considerations:

• Interims are “non-secure, non-public”

Non-secure = Meant for teachers and students to access

Non-public = Not meant for posting publicly or distributing

 In other words: Interims are only meant to be used in classrooms with students—
do not send them home or post online!



Year-long Implementation

Sept May/June

Summative 
or other 
Data points

[Formative Process – Classroom assessments, benchmarks assessments, Interims] Summative 
Test

INSTRUCTION





Using the WCAP Portal Formatively

Clarifying Learning:
• Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) – preview interim items
• Interim Blueprints – targets and standards

Elicit Evidence:
• TA Administration – Full interim

Interpret Evidence:
• Online Reporting System (ORS)
• AIRWays Reporting – Scoring student responses, analyzing data and content

Act on Evidence:
• Digital Library – Connections Playlists and Digital Library resources



Lesson 2
Support teachers in understanding 
how to navigate the WCAP Portal 



The WCAP Portal

Use APPLICATIONS for the following tasks:

• Administer summative/interims – Test 
Administration

• Preview Interims - AVA

• Download Scoring Training materials - TIDE

• Score Interims – AIRWays Reporting

• View reports for summative/interims – ORS 
and AIRWays Reporting

• Find next instructional steps– Digital Library



WCAP Portal Changes

• THSS System (for scoring) and AIRWays merged 

• THSS application no longer appears on Portal

• Use AIRWays Reporting application for both scoring 
student responses and viewing interim reports

• Training materials and exemplars provided with item

• Materials for training and previewing still in TIDE



Assessment Viewing Application (AVA)

• Allows teachers to view the Interim 
Assessment Blocks and see exactly 
what their students will see on the 
screen

• Provides an understanding of the 
content being assessed and time 
needed to complete the IABs

• Helpful with planning and 
preparation





FUTURE: Focused Target Interims

• Focused Target Interim Assessment Blocks (FTIABs)

• Goal:
• Math assess 1 or 2 clusters instead of entire domain
• ELA assess 1-3 targets instead of claim subgroup (i.e., Reading 

Lit)

• Educators Involved in development Spring-fall 2018

• Plan to roll out some FTIABs during 2019–20 school year
• Would include instructional supports



AIRWays Reporting

• This is where your students’ data 
will be found after they take an IAB

• If they take a completely computer-
scored IAB, the data is ready as soon 
as students complete the IAB

• If teacher-hand scoring is necessary, 
this is where you log in to score that 
question/questions. Then the data 
is ready. 











 = Requires hand scoring



Lesson 3
Provide opportunities for teachers to 
analyze IAB data to plan for 
instructional next steps



Online Reporting System and AIRWays

ORS reports: 

Summative and interim results

• Overview information

• Teacher, roster groups, 
individuals

• Claim – above, at/near, below

• Target – either relative to 
proficiency or the group 

AIRWAYS: 

Interim results

• Interim results by teacher, roster, 
student

• Item information – including 
rubrics and correct answers

• Actual student Responses

• NEW – Use to Score/modify 
student responses



Sample ORS Target Report

• Shows relative strengths and weaknesses for group of students
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Joey Student

Suzy Pupil
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AIRWays - Suggested Scores for Full Writes

Suggested 
scores 

(machine 
scored)

Choose to 
edit the 
scores



What are some ways you 
might use the data from 
the IABs instructionally in 
your classroom?



http://www.smarterbalanced.org/4-ways-to-supercharge-learning-with-iabs/

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/4-ways-to-supercharge-learning-with-iabs/


http://www.smarterbalanced.org/4-ways-to-supercharge-learning-with-iabs/

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/4-ways-to-supercharge-learning-with-iabs/


Connections Playlists and Digital Library

• What is a “Playlist”?
• Collections of Digital Library resources that focus on a particular 

interim block – there is one for each block at each grade

• Each Playlist includes:
• Achievement Levels: Above, At/Near, Below Standard
• Skills students should demonstrate at each level
• Educator-recommended next steps
• Digital Library resources aligned to next steps



Connections Playlist

• Connections Playlists for every 
interim block (108!)
• Built by educators based on 

student performance on IABs
• Resources organized by 

achievement level: Below, 
At/Near, or Above Standard

• Focus on specific skills and 
topics



•OSPI ELA Assessment Portal

• Smarter Balanced Website

• SBA Practice & Training Tests

•Practice Test Scoring Guides

• ELA Item Specifications

• SBA Vocabulary 

Helpful Resources

http://www.k12.wa.us/ELA/Assessment/default.aspx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/practice-and-training-tests/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/practice-and-training-tests/resources-and-documentation/#tab-3
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/development/
https://www.smarterbalanced.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ELA-Construct-Relevant-Vocabulary.pdf


Smarter Balanced Content Contacts

• Shelley O’Dell – ELA Assessment Specialist
shelley.odell@k12.wa.us

• Anton Jackson– Director of Assessment Development
anton.jackson@k12.wa.us

• Terese Otto – Program Specialist/Administrative Support
terese.otto@k12.wa.us

mailto:shelley.odell@k12.wa.us
mailto:anton.jackson@k12.wa.us
mailto:terese.otto@k12.wa.us


Kim Kellogg
Regional Literacy Coordinator

kkellogg@nwesd.org

Thank You!

mailto:kkellogg@nwesd.org
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Assessment Updates 

from OSPI

By Brian Rick, 

Bellingham SD
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District Sharing and 

questions
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2018-19 Meeting dates:

March 22, 2019

June 10, 2019


