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The Problems with SGP’s 

and Why Do We Even Use 

Them Anyway…



Nothing is 

perfect…Limitations of the 

SGP’s

Not well understood by some

Sample size impacts reliability

Student mobility impacts 

reliability

Not w/out some controversy 

Zero sum measure



Why lean in to your school’s 

SGP data?

 SGP’s provide an insight into learning 

that is more hopeful

 To impact the narrative story of our 

schools.

Without data all you have is an opinion…
(W. Edwards Deming)



What do we hope to 

accomplish this afternoon?

 Facilitate a dialogue on effective use of 

SGP’s.

 Share some simple strategies my 

colleagues and I have found effective in 

assisting schools utilize their SGP’s.

 Share opportunities to optimize 

understanding of the data differently 

and, just possibly, build a little hope in the 

schools we support.



How have you used SGP’s in 

your district?

• How do we help teachers 

understand what SGP’s 

are?

• How do we help teachers 

engage in the data?

• How do we help teachers 

view the data without 

overwhelm?



Favored Format - (for right 

now anyway)



A little hope…



A little conversation…



Growth Bands



Growth Bands



Without Data Coaching

• Get lost in a sea of 

data and opinions

• Don’t know what 

they can expect 

from the data and 

each other

• Surprised by wide 

discrepancies in 

individual 

perceptions

-Lipton & Wellman, 2018



Finding Hope 

Digging into your SGP’s…



Finding the New Report 

Card

www.washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12

.wa.us

http://www.washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us


SGP’s and Data Driven 

Dialogue…

Conscious Curiosity

Purposeful Uncertainty

Visually Vibrant Information

-Lipton & Wellman, 2018



Thank you for all you do for 

your kids and schools…

 Steve Wharton

Data and Equity Leadership Coach –

NWESD 189

 stevewhartonconsulting@gmail.com

mailto:stevewhartonconsulting@gmail.com


- Lipton & Wellman, 2018




