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Deeper Learning in 
Distinguished Classrooms 





Key Tenets 

 Use How People Learn as primary source 
 Provide effective, engaging instruction using PBL model 

to elicit deeper learning 
 Engage students in authentic problem solving and focus 

on solving problems worth solving 
 Integrate content – nothing exists in isolation all 

systems-based 
 Provide student voice and choice 
 Shift culture from teacher as facilitator to teacher as 

Activator  
 Support principals, teachers, students and parents for 

sustained impactful change 



Current PBL Implementation 

 Problem Based Learning  
 Computer science integration in middle 

school math and science (Code.org 
partnership) 

 Engineering Your World  

 WABS Fellows (math and science 
teachers participating) 

 Secondary math uses more problem 
based than project based learning 

 

 Project Based Learning 
 Environmental Systems Design Course 

 Stormwater Pollution Solution Project  

 Energy Matters Project (Evergreen 
Middle School) 

 STEM Innovation Lab (Pilot January 
2016) 



Examples 

 Stormwater Pollution Solution 
Project 
 Collaboration of Sustainability 

Ambassadors, City of Mill Creek 
and Snohomish County 
Conservation District 

 Jackson High School teachers 
(Social Studies, Science, and 
Math) 

 PBL training and project 
development in 3-day summer 
project design lab 

 Implementation of sustainability 
and conservation project this 
Spring focused on stormwater 
solutions 

 STEM Innovation Lab Pilot 
 Middle school math and science 

teachers 
 Educurious Project:  How Green 

Is My School? 
 Collaboration with Washington 

Green Schools (sustainability and 
conservation) 

 PBL training and project 
development with Educurious and 
expert network 

 On-going planning and project 
implementation support via 
Teaching Channel Team 

 Use of Observing for Evidence of 
Learning protocol to determine 
impact on student learning 

 Assessment and feedback 



STEM Innovation Lab 

Deeper Learning 
in Distinguished 

Classrooms 



Key Strategic Partnerships 

 Educurious 

 Teaching Channel 

 Institute for Systems Biology (ISB) 

 Code.org 

 Washington Green Schools 

 Washington Alliance for Better Schools (WABS) 

 Washington STEM 

 Snohomish County Conservation District 

 


