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Old vs New 



Under the Instructional Materials Umbrella 

 Individual units, lessons, and plans 
 Supplemental resources – formally adopted or not 

 K-12 core curricula 
 District-created materials/resources 

 Online courses 
 Teacher-created materials 

  

These resources may be in 
any delivery platform and 

carry any license 



Instructional Materials Policy 

http://wssda.org/Services/PolicyandLegal/FeaturedPolicies.aspx 

 Updated District Sample Policies & 
Procedures – Updated April 2015 
 
Instructional Materials Selection & Adoption: 
Policy 2020; 2020P 

• Electronic Resources 
• Employee-Created Instructional 

Materials (potential new) 
• Media and Library 

http://wssda.org/Services/PolicyandLegal/FeaturedPolicies.aspx


Roles and Responsibilities 

Instructional 
Material Type 

Role 

Certificated 
Teaching  Staff 

Principal Superintendent 

Instructional 
Materials 

Committee 
(IMC) 

School Board 

Core material identify   
establish 
adoption 

procedure 
recommend adopt 

Alternative 
core 

identify   
designate 
selector 

    

Intervention Identify   
designate 
selector 

    

Supplemental identify 
designate 
selector 

      

Temporary 
Supplemental 

select – 
within district 

guidelines 
        

http://wssda.org/Services/PolicyandLegal/FeaturedPolicies.aspx 

http://wssda.org/Services/PolicyandLegal/FeaturedPolicies.aspx


Look familiar? 



Do I have permission to… 

Download and print this? 

Make adaptations? 

Share this with my colleagues? 

Repost and distribute this  
material and any adaptations I 
make on a wider scale? 

Who do I go to for answers to these 
questions?  



OER – Helping Change the Paradigm 

Open Educational Resources 
(OER) reside in the public domain 
or have been released under an 
intellectual property license that 
permits their free use and re-
purposing by others. 



Photo by nickwheeleroz - Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7762644@N04 

OER are NOT 

Any free resources on the internet 
FREE is not the same as OPEN. 
 
Any one specific type of instructional 
material 
OER may fall into any of the 
instructional materials categories 
 
Strictly digital resources  
OER is a license not a delivery 
platform. 
 
A replacement for copyright 
Open licenses are just a set of 
permitted uses that the copyright 
holder clarifies. 



The 5 Rs of OER 

Reuse — copy verbatim 

Redistribute — share with others 

Revise — adapt and edit 

Remix — combine resources 

Retain — make, own, & control copies 

Photo by Leo Reynolds - Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/49968232@N00 



Clearly define user permissions 



Encourage innovative uses of materials… 



Open Licenses 

All Rights 
Reserved 

No Rights 
Reserved 

Traditional 
Copyright Alone 

Public 
Domain 

Some 
Rights 

Reserved 

Open License 

Adapted from Creative Commons in the Classroom – J. Goates 
http://www.slideshare.net/Jessicacoates/creative-commons-in-the-classroom-2013#/ 
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cc by 

cc by-sa 

cc by-nd 

cc by-nc 

cc by-
nc-sa 

cc 

More accommodating 

More restrictive 

Creative Commons Licenses 

http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/ 
 

http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/


OER Considerations 

BENEFITS  

Cost shift from textbooks to other 
critical areas 

Up to date, innovative materials 

Collaboration and partnerships 

Continual quality improvement and 
standards alignment 

Support for independent and 
differentiated learning 

Solve legal concerns with distribution 
and adaptation 

  

CHALLENGES 

Finding target resources 

Evaluating quality and alignment 

Time  to adapt resources that are not 
perfectly aligned with district needs 

Access and security issues 

District policies that don’t recognize 
OER as an option 

 



CC BY SA Question Mark by alexanderdrachmann 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/drachmann/327122302/sizes/z/in/photostream/ 

Using OER (or any instructional material) 

What category of instructional 
materials does the resource fall into? 
Does the item need to go through a 
vetting process? By whom? 

Do I have permission to use this? Is it 
open? What license type? 

Are adaptations required and do you 
have permission to adapt? 

What is  the delivery platform? Is it 
accessible offline? 

Before you think about using ANY resource, you need to answer some questions… 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/drachmann/327122302/sizes/z/in/photostream/


Review Lenses – Building Your Team 

 Teachers/content specialists 

◦ Quality and alignment to state 
learning standards 

 Technology 

◦ Delivery platforms, access, and 
security considerations 

 Curriculum 
Specialist/Administration 

◦ Assess the needs for successful 
implementation of the 
instructional material at scale 



CCSS Worksheet 

IMET Rubric 

EQuIP Rubrics 

Achieve OER Rubrics 

Reviewers Comments 

How to Evaluate Quality 

http://achievethecore.org/page/783/instructional-materials-evaluation-tool-imet
http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP
http://www.achieve.org/oer-rubrics


 engage ny 
 K-12 open curriculum in math and ELA 
 https://www.engageny.org/common-
core-curriculum 

  
Utah State Office of Education 
Open science and math textbooks 
 http://www.uen.org/oer/ 
  
 Georgia Virtual Learning 
 Selection of open online courses 
 http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/ 

  

Explore Existing OER  
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 CK-12 
 6-12 open curriculum in math and 
science 

 http://www.ck12.org/teacher/ 
  
OER Commons 
OER Repository 
 https://www.oercommons.org/ 
  
 Curriki 
 OER Repository 

 http://www.curriki.org/ 

  

Explore Existing OER  
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Help educators select high quality materials 

Provide information for materials adoptions 

Identify gaps in Common Core alignment 

                 CC BY  NC SA apples by msr http://www.flickr.com/photos/msr/448820990/ 

Access existing OER Reviews 
Washington OER Project 

 
@waOSPI_OER 

 

barbara.soots@k12.wa.us 
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https://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/review/2014/report/summary.php 
 

http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/ 
 

Washington OER Project 
OER Review Results 

https://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/review/2014/report/summary.php
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https://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/review/2014/report/OSPI_OER_Report_2014.pdf
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/


Remixing or Developing OER  

1. Make sure licenses from various 
sources are compatible 

2. Confirm that proper attribution 
is in place 

3. Identify copyright holder and 
make sure you have permission 
to apply an open license 

4. Understand license options and 
rational for choosing one over 
the other 

CC BY NC      Create by doremigirl http://www.flickr.com/photos/doremigirl// 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/doremigirl/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/doremigirl/


Applying an Open License 

creativecommons.org 
  

http://www.creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/


Photo by kenteegardin - Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License  
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Build on OER Review 

Support district adaptation and 
implementation of OER aligned  
with state standards 

All content created or modified, licensed 
CC BY 

Provide case studies for OER 
implementation 

Washington OER Project: Theory into Practice 
OER Grants 



 OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

 DISTRICT SUMMIT 

 November 30, 2015 

 Northwest Educational Service District 189 

 1601 R Avenue. Anacortes, WA    

 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

Washington OER Project: Theory into Practice 
OER Summits 

https://oersummitwest2015.eventbrite.com 

https://oersummitwest2015.eventbrite.com/


OER Work Underway – Beyond Washington 
K–12 OER Collaborative 

  

 www.k12oercollaborative.org 

 info@k12oercollaborative.org 

 @k12oer 

  

  

  

  

  

Arizona 

California 

Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Minnesota  

Nevada 

North Carolina 

Oregon 

Utah 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

http://www.k12oercollaborative.org/
http://www.k12oercollaborative.org/


Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 
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Keep in Touch with the OER Project 
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