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	Note of Interest

	Assessment & Student Information

Deb Came
deb.came@k12.wa.us
360-725-6334
	· Foster care student support: The CEDARS data system has an enrollment report available for districts to be able to identify foster care students. This list is provided so districts may serve foster care students as required by law. It should be provided only to those tasked with serving foster care youth in your district. A notice was sent to CEDARS staff and the Foster Care Liaisons in your district–they may need to work together to make the list(s) available to the appropriate staff.

· Information for educators about operational aspects of the Washington Comprehensive Assessment Program (WCAP), including dates and activities, manuals, training modules, practice tests, webinar invitation links, etc., is available at http://wa.portal.airast.org/.
· Running Start and Smarter Balanced: District Running Start and Assessment Coordinators should collaborate to ensure Running Start students take the Smarter Balanced tests for federal accountability. OSPI has implemented several key supports for districts and students, including a special test site registration application. These supports address some of the challenges encountered by Running Start students who should take the Smarter Balanced assessments. Contact Assessment at assessment@k12.wa.us or 800-725-4311 with any questions.

· Science Assessment information is available http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/Assessments.aspx, including the transition from the Science MSPs and the Biology EOC to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) assessments, resources about current and future assessments, and the development and implementation of the NGSS tests.
· A voluntary field test of the items for the new NGSS high school test will be conducted in the spring. To learn more, please visit: http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/pubdocs/HSFieldTest.pdf.
· Smarter Balanced Digital Library Connections “Playlists”: With the help of educators, Smarter Balanced has created Digital Library Connections Playlists, which link student performance on the interim assessment blocks (IABs) to resources in the Digital Library. See the Digital Library Connections Overview to learn more. Connections Playlists are available at grades 5, 7, 8 and high school. More will be coming in January 2017. The available playlists are posted at http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/. 
· Fall 2016 WaKIDS data is now available on Report Card. In addition, district assessment coordinators received their schools’ student data via the Washington Assessment Management System in November 2016.

	Information Technology

Peter Tamayo 

peter.tamayo@k12.wa.us 

360-725-6134
	· Zoom Videoconferencing Now Available on K-20 Network
Recently, an agreement between the K-20 Education Network and Zoom Video Communications was signed to provide a cloud-based videoconferencing service to K-20 customers, including school districts, ESDs, and tribal schools. This service will operate in parallel with the existing K-20 MCUs and is provided to K-20 member institutions at no additional cost. 

Zoom is a desktop and mobile device-based videoconferencing solution that includes video, audio, screen sharing, chat and local recording features. Zoom works on multiple platforms including Windows, Mac, Chrome OS, iOS and Android devices. The goal for providing Zoom is to provide an alternate and/or supplemental videoconferencing tool to extend functionality to a variety of desktops and mobile platforms for administrative and instructional use, and use of it is totally optional, although we highly recommend it!

During the roll-out process, OSPI will ask each district to designate one person as their Zoom administrator, who will then coordinate the assignment of Zoom Pro licenses within that district. For more information, contact your Regional ITU (http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/K-20Network/ContactRITU.aspx) or Dennis Small at OSPI, dennis.small@k12.wa.us 

 

	Learning & Teaching 

Kathe Taylor

kathe.taylor@k12.wa.us 

360-725-6417
	· Big History Pilot Project: The Big History Project is providing ten (10) fully funded pilot programs for high schools in Washington that implement a Big History course during the 2017–18 school year. For more information about Big History, please visit: https://school.bighistoryproject.com/bhplive. Schools participating in the 2017–18 pilot program will receive both in-person and online professional development and stipends for participating teachers, plus a $500.00 classroom budget. School or districts interested in participating must apply by January 31, 2017. Applications are available online at http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3263439/2c25ca5d9e8e.

· National Youth Science Camp applications are available at https://nysc.fluidreview.com/. Application Deadline is March 1, 2017. This program is for graduating high school seniors in the United States (Two each from every state and Washington, D.C.) and students 16–18 years of age in selected other countries. The National Youth Science Camp 2017 dates are June 14–July 8, 2017.

· Washington State Learning Standards for The Arts: Washington State is moving towards the adoption of the National Core Arts Standards (NCAS) as our Washington State Learning Standards for The Arts. The Arts Cadre of Educators representing Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts has been working to carefully review these standards and provide additional content and classroom examples that will support these standards. To view the National Core Arts Standards, please go to: http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/.  

· The ArtsTime Conference: It’s About Art – It’s About Time! “Embracing Creativity in the Classroom!”: This conference is collaborative effort by the arts organization representing dance, music, theatre, and visual arts and is designed for K–8 educators who are interested in increasing arts integration into other content areas. It will take place on March 11, 2017 at the Tukwila Community Center. For more information, please go to: https://form.jotform.com/63368412076962. 

· Utilizing the new Health and Physical Education Standards Training Opportunities:
Bellingham: Friday March 10th, (3.5 clock-hours)

Chelan: Monday Feb 13th (6 clock-hours)

Ellensburg: Friday Feb 10th (6 clock-hours)

Federal Way: Friday March 10th, (6 clock-hours) - coming soon to PDenroller!
Spokane: Friday Jan 27th,  (6 clock-hours) 
Spokane: Friday Feb 17th (6 clock-hours)

Tacoma: Monday Jan 23rd (6 clock-hours) 

	Office of Student and School Success

Michael Merrin

Michael.Merrin@k12.wa.us 

360-725-4960
	· OSSS Events
· Regional Improvement Network (RIN)- January 18, 2017 | Regional ESD

· Indistar/CPR Update
· With CPR Season upon us yet again, our office requests that Districts and Schools work to complete their Indistar Action Plans and Submit all Evidence and Required Documents as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Sadie Beckenhauer at Sadie.beckenhauer@k12.wa.us or 360-725-6108. 
· OSSS Update: Our Office continues to support assisting the overall agency to design and deliver Multi-Tiered Systems of Support.  We are working to support sister divisions in this work.  This includes: 

· Working on designing and delivering the 2016-2017 School Improvement Grant (SIG) and Required Action District (RAD) year-end reports.  

· Working on the equity plan both within and for our agency and partnering with ESD 113 for statewide implications.

· Active this month on supporting the roll out of the ESSA plan for implementation next year (2017-2018).  We will be supporting our agency to deliver training on ESSA at the Tacoma Convention Center.

· Michael and Craig continue to attend their uniquely developed “Large Urban School District” support model meeting with executives from the Tacoma School District once per month.  This meeting is followed by our 2nd in a series meeting with all Leadership Success Coaches for Tacoma and all area directors as well as the Superintendents of Tacoma.   The agenda is designed to identify problems of practice, action plan for resolving those and celebrating the many successes.

	Secondary Education and Student Support

Dan Newell

dan.newell@k12.wa.us  

360-725-6175
	LifeSkills Statewide Trainer

· OSPI is seeking individuals interested in becoming a statewide trainer for the LifeSkills Training middle school substance abuse resistance program. This program is being offered in middle schools across the state, and is being well-received as an effective program for providing students with skills for effective decision making and problem-solving skills to increase their resistance to substance abuse. OSPI is seeking to train several Trainer of Trainers (TOT) to provide teacher/presenter trainings to schools and organizations who adopt the LifeSkills Training program. The 2-day training will be in New York, and OSPI will fully fund selected participants, including substitute costs if needed. Please contact Bill Evans at OSPI, bill.evans@k12.wa.us or 360-725-6039, for more information. 

Professional Development Opportunities for the NEW Health and Physical Education Learning Standards 

· To register for a full day training, http://www.k12.wa.us/HealthFitness/Training.aspx .

· January 23, Gray Middle School, Tacoma

· January 27, Ferris High School, Spokane 

· February 10, CWU, Ellensburg

· February 13, Chelan County Fire Hall, Chelan

· February 17, Westwood Middle School, Spokane 

· March 10, Whatcom Middle School, Bellingham

Save-the-Date: The 2017 Student Support State Conference – “Enhancing Support, Increasing Success”

· Reminder to Save-the-Date: The 2017 Student Support State Conference – “Enhancing Support, Increasing Success” will be held May 11-12, 2017 at the Yakima Convention Center. More detailed information about the conference, http://www.k12.wa.us/StudentSupport/default.aspx 
Homeless Student Stability Program

· The new State Homeless Student Stability program is awarding new grants totaling approximately $785,000 to 39 LEAs. These state grants complement the federal McKinney-Vento program, and are intended to improve identification of and build LEA capacity to provide support to students experiencing homelessness, particularly unaccompanied homeless youth. Funds will support a range of LEA determined priorities, including:
· Professional development for district as well as building-level liaisons

· Increased time for liaisons to carry out their McKinney-Vento responsibilities and remove obstacles to identification, enrollment, attendance, and school success

· Addition of district staff focused on the specific needs of unaccompanied homeless youth, including a focus on graduation and planning for post-secondary options 

· Increased partnerships with community-based organizations, particularly those that provide tutoring and mentoring and mental health services

Suicide Prevention Program

· The OSPI Suicide Prevention Program has updated their website with useful resources: http://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/YouthSuicide/SuicidePrevention.aspx. Okanogan, Island, and Stephens County schools: Contact OSPI Suicide Prevention Program Supervisor Camille Goldy, Camille.goldy@k12.wa.us 360-725-6044 to learn about resources for the Rural Suicide Prevention Initiative with UW Forefront Innovations in Suicide Prevention. 

	Special Education

Doug Gill

Doug.gill@k12.wa.us
360-725-6075
	· Special Education Updates http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/monthlyupdates/Dec2016Updates.pdf


	Special Programs & Federal Accountability

Gayle Pauley
gaylepauley@k12.wa.us" 

gaylepauley@k12.wa.us

360-725-6170
	Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
· OSPI has completed the draft Consolidated Plan to implement the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), and are currently in the outreach phase. We want to reach parents, community members, teachers and administrators, and students to get feedback on the plan. To that end, we have created an ESSA webpage, located at http://k12.wa.us/ESSA, to help explain the plan and offer the opportunity to provide formal comment. We are also currently developing ESSA microsites in Arabic, Korean, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Ukrainian, and Vietnamese that will collect our translated resources.

· From this page is our resources page, which has dozens of resources to help communicate the plan. Among them are summaries in the eight languages listed above, over a dozen flyers that explain specific parts of the plan, the full plan, presentations, and much more. 

· We have also been working on stakeholder outreach, developing materials that ESDs, districts, and education organizations can use to help us add the voices of as many Washingtonians as possible. We have created images that can be shared in print or on social media, letters and articles that can be sent to parents or placed in newsletters, and much more. To learn more about these resources, email ben.king@k12.wa.us. 

Office of Native Education

· Western Washington Native American Education Consortium’s “Educator Conference,” Emerald Queen Event Center/Fife—February 23–24, 2017
· Washington State Indian Education Association’s Annual Conference, Northern Quest Hotel, Airport Heights (located just outside of Spokane)—April 3–5, 2017

For more information, please contact Joan Banker at joan.banker@k12.wa.us. 
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