' 9th Grade

A Stronger Predictor of High School

Graduation than Race/Ethnicity, Level of

Course Failure

Failure Rates for ELA, Math, and Science
are Decreasing
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How do we Define 9th Grade Course

Failure?

9th grade course failure is defined as the number
of 8th grade students who earned less than the
credits attempted in each subject.

Who Does 9th Grade Course Failure
Effect the Most?

9th grade course failure is particularly prevalent
among students who are low-income, students
of color, and students with disabilities. As a
group, American Indians and Alaskan Natives
have a 499% failure rate - the highest rate
statewide.

Poverty, or Test Scores*

Why are we Focusing on 9th grade
Failure?

9th grade course failure is a primary early warning
indicator for dropping out of high school. Students
on track at the end of their freshman year are 4
times more likely to graduate™*. Failure is a sign
that the student is facing challenges that may be
related to absenteeism, transportation, health
issues, mental health or drug abuse, lack of parent
support or supervision as well as in school issues

such as bullying, lack of perceived relevance, or not
feeling connected or valued.
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Although the failure rate is going down, the opportunity gap remains consistent. For biggest gap is
between low-income and non-low-income at 25%, with a failure rate of 38% for low income
students and 13% for non-low income students.
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Successful Districts

The Scatter Chart puts districts into
categories based on the state average
for failure rate and by gap.

A district is high performing if they are
below the state average failure rate
for low-income - 38%.

A district has a small gap if the
difference between low income and
non-low income students is below the
state gap - 25%.

Roughly 50% of our districts are
currently classified as high
performing/low gap districts for low
income and non-low income for 9th
grade course failure (blue).

Contact Us

Are you addressing 9t grade course failure? Contact us and
let us know what you are doing! Kefi.Andersen@k12.wa.us

*Preventable Failure. University of
Chicago Consortium on School

Research
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