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Overview

In the fall of 2015, the Council on Public Legal Education began its efforts to launch an ambitious Civic Learning Initiative (CLI) designed to bolster civic learning for Washington State youth. In recent years, study after study has shown that most young people in the United States have poor knowledge of, and are disconnected from, the basics of our democracy. And in 2014 only 23% of 8th graders tested "proficient" on the Nation's Report Card civics exam. We know that quality civic learning is the most important factor in determining whether young people will actively participate in their communities as adults. A democracy thrives when its citizens vote, show up for jury duty, engage in public life, join neighborhood groups, are aware of current civic issues, identify and listen to viewpoints other than their own, attend local government meetings, or voice their concerns to lawmakers.

The Civic Learning Initiative will specifically address gaps in civic learning and how our state can be more effective in providing meaningful civic learning for all our Washington youth. It will focus on the policies, resources, and support necessary for success in K-12 schools and youth development programs. The Civic Learning Initiative will be modeled after California’s very successful Power of Democracy program. 

CLI Leadership

Co-Chairs:		Judge Marlin Appelwick, Court of Appeals, Division I
Judith Billings, Former Superintendent of Public Instruction

Lead:	Margaret Fisher, CPLE Council Member; State Coordinator, Sandra Day O’Connor’s iCivics Program

Co-Sponsors and	Barbara Madsen, Chief Justice, Washington State Supreme Court 
Co-Conveners of the	Ricardo Martinez, Chief Judge, United States District Court, Western 
the Summits and	District of Washington
Initiative 		Jay Inslee, Governor 
Bob Ferguson, Attorney General
Kim Wyman, Secretary of State
Randy Dorn, Superintendent of Public Instruction












The Council on Public Legal Education’s
CIVIC LEARNING INITIATIVE
Program Elements

Summit I & II

The Civic Learning Initiative kicks off January 2017 with Summit I at the Temple of Justice and the Washington State Legislative Auditorium. During Summit I participants will examine the nature of civic learning in the twenty-first century and specifically address gaps in civic learning in Washington and how the state can be more effective in providing meaningful civic learning to all youth in Washington. The focus will be on the policies, resources, and support necessary for success in K-12 schools and youth development programs. Invited participants for Summit I include; State Legislators, State Council on Social Studies, state educators, Washington Student Achievement Council, League of Women Voters, and members of the Council on Public Legal Education. 

Summit I will be an interactive, participants will see demonstrations from current civics programs from our state. One demonstration will be from Echo Lake Elementary School students sharing their Story Path program. The students will have created their own political parties, selected candidates, campaigned and then elected their own president in two separate classes. The newly elected Presidents will be officially sworn into office by Chief Justice Barbara Madsen in the Temple of Justice. Summit I participants will also see a demonstration of iCivics and hear from Citizen University founder, Eric Liu. Afternoon panels will focus on specific challenges to wide-scale implementation of civic learning and consideration of solutions.
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Summit II will be held October 2017 where we will measure progress and move forward with the Civic Learning Initiative. We are honored to have U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sotomayor join us during this Summit. Justice Sotomayor will participate in a four-hour interactive session with participants from high-quality civic learning programs from our state, meet with law leaders and attend reception for 200. We will also officially launch the iCivicWashington.org.
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