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	Note of Interest

	Assessment & Student Information

Deb Came
deb.came@k12.wa.us
360-725-6334
	· Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) data were made available to districts at the end of August.  SGPs describe a student’s growth compared to other students with similar test score histories. For more information about SGPs, including an introductory video, please see the SGP main page: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/studentgrowth.aspx. At the end of August, districts received student-level data and reports, as well as school and district summary reports. The 2015-16 SGP summary data will be publicly available in late September or early October via the SGP web tool.
· In August, the State Board of Education approved cut-scores for graduation exit exam alternatives: 

· Exit Exam ELA and Math Collection of Evidence (COE) cut-scores; ELA = 24 out of 68 points, Math = 14 out of 40 points

· New SAT ELA and Math scores; ELA = 410, Math = 430

· New ACT ELA score of 14

· NGSS Assessment Development Opportunities: Invitations will be mailed to the science listserv in early September for item cluster development and content review committees that will convene in October and December. Committees will be formed for grade 5, grade 8 and high school development. All meetings will be held in Olympia, WA. Go to the science assessment webpage for contact information, http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/Assessments.aspx. 
· New Interim Assessment Blocks in ELA and Mathematics: New and updated interim assessment blocks are available in both ELA and mathematics. More information on interim assessments, including the blueprints for the new interim assessment blocks can be found on the Smarter Balanced Assessments page (http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/) under “Interim Assessment: The Optional Periodic Test.” 
· Enhancements to the online test delivery systems, as well as the Digital Library, are rolling out. All updates will be available by mid-September. Systems include Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE), Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS), AIR Ways, Training and Practice Tests and will be posted to the Portal at http://wa.portal.airast.org/.
· The 2016–2017 Monthly Assessment Update webinars are scheduled August through June, 2017. Dates and times have been listed in the Washington Assessment Weekly newsletter.
· WaKIDS: OSPI initiated a new GOLD®-CEDARS student data integration system for the WaKIDS Whole Child Assessment. There is now a nightly data exchange between OSPI CEDARS and Teaching Strategies. GOLD® will no longer allow the manual addition of student records; all records that populate GOLD® will be created using the data provided to CEDARS.

	Career and College Readiness 

Ken Emmil

ken.emmil@k12.wa.us

360-725-6256
	In 2014, the Washington State Department of Health and OSPI requested that the Washington State Institute for Public Policy Conduct an outcome evaluation and benefit-cost analysis of the GRADS program. (GRADS is a high school class for pregnant and parenting teens.)

In this evaluation, we compare teen mothers that participated in GRADS to a group of similar teen mothers from districts that did not offer the program.

· Our benefit-cost analysis indicates that the benefits of GRADS outweigh its costs.  The net per-student cost to provide GRADS is about $7,588.  The student benefits total $22,839, for a benefit-cost ratio of $3 to $1.  We tested the uncertainty in our estimate and find that benefits outweigh costs 93% of the time.

· GRADS students have a 10.6 percentage point higher rate of high school graduation by age 22.

· GRADS students have a 6.5 percentage point higher rate of postsecondary course enrollment by age 24.

· For more information, please contact Denise Mileson, GRADS Program Specialist.

	Secondary Education and Student Support

Dan Newell

dan.newell@k12.wa.us  

360-725-6175
	Comprehensive Guidance and Counseling

· Professional development opportunities for school counselors can be found at: http://www.k12.wa.us/SecondaryEducation/CareerCollegeReadiness/Training.aspx 

· College Spark Washington is investing significant funding in the College-Ready Math Initiative to help low-income students graduate from high school with strong math skills and avoid remediation in college. Four-year grants for Intensified Algebra and Academic Youth Development Program are available through OSPI iGrant #774. The due date for the grant application is October 11, 2016. http://collegespark.org/page/128/Academic+Youth+Development+and+Intensified+Algebra
McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless Children and Youth

· OSPI will be providing McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison Training on September 28, 2016 (Spokane Red Lion at the Park Hotel) and September 29, 2016 (SeaTac Marriott Hotel.) This full day training is free, but registration is required (on-site registration will not be available.) Free clock hours will also be available. This training will cover the new provisions of the federal McKinney-Vento Act, reauthorized in December 2015. District homeless liaisons and other school district staff are encouraged to attend as the reauthorized McKinney-Vento Act will be fully implemented in all school districts on October 1, 2016. To register: https://www.pdenroller.org/
Middle School Level LifeSkills Training Grant Opportunity

· iGrants #761 (16–17) for Round Two of the statewide middle school LifeSkills Training substance abuse prevention program is now open. The purpose is to provide an effective substance abuse prevention/intervention program to middle schools and agencies serving middle school aged young people. Schools, districts, and youth-serving community organizations are invited to apply for funding for implementation of the LifeSkills Training program. The iGrant application period is now open for Round 2 of this effective program. Those previously funded are encouraged to apply for funding for a new cohort! Deadline for applications has been extended. Contact Bill Evans, OSPI LifeSkills coordinator at 360-725-6039 or bill.evans@k12.wa.us 

Institutional Education and Title 1 Neglected-Delinquent Programs
· Collected all Title 1 D grantee End of Year Reports from Districts and ESDs via our EDS Capstone reporting system; system has issues, but grantees were faithful in getting reporting in despite multiple issues.

· Allocated $4.3 million in Federal Title 1 D funding to provide supplemental services in detention, JR facilities, group homes as well as Education Advocate services and Health Services to Districts and ESDs.

· Evaluation study of Education Advocate program was completed over the summer resulting in a report of findings and recommendations.

· A national briefing paper by Georgetown University’s Center for Juvenile Justice was published, which included highlighting the Education Advocate programs in Washington state: http://cjjr.georgetown.edu/resources/briefs/ 

Professional Development for Health and Physical Education
· Society for Health and Physical Educators (SHAPE) Washington Fall State Conference, October 14-15 2016, Heritage High School, Vancouver. For more information: http://www.shapewa.org/upcoming-conferences.html
· Adapted Physical Education Workshop, October 13, Vancouver. For more information: http://www.shapewa.org/upcoming-conferences.html 
· NEW WA State Physical Education K12 Learning Standards, October 13, 8:30-3:30 p.m., Cost: $75, includes lunch. For more information: http://www.shapewa.org/upcoming-conferences.html 
· NEW WA State Health Education K12 Learning Standards, October 13, 4-8 p.m., Cost: $75, includes lunch. For more information: http://www.shapewa.org/upcoming-conferences.html 

School Safety Center
· The School Safety Center website has been updated in preparation for the new year: http://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/Training/default.aspx . Check it out—new lists, trainings, links and more updates! 

· The International Bullying Prevention Association conference in New Orleans is taking place in November: http://www.ibpaworld.org/ 

· WASEM Grant. We have a school safety costs study project beginning. The impetus for this was SSAC conversations spurred by ESD 114 Superintendent Greg Lynch: “What does school safety cost?” As we approach the end of March, the DOE & REMS will most likely be asking for a follow up to the initial, baseline EOP Self-Assessment tool. A copy of that initial survey was attached. Districts do not have to complete or submit is at this point. However, it might be a good idea to share this with all of your districts in preparation for the spring re-survey.
· Denver Post article on the costs of robo-call/swatting threats:  http://www.denverpost.com/2016/08/21/when-schools-are-threatened-untold-learning-time-is-lost/ 
Running Start

· 1.20 FTE Limitation for Running Start bulletin, has been posted and is available at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/Bulletins2016/B035-16.pdf.The purposes of this bulletin are to provide districts and colleges the enrollment reporting changes for the 2016–17 school year and to review current guidance related to the Running Start 1.20 Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) combined maximum limitation that a student can be claimed for state funding. Three documents available on the OSPI website that schools need to be aware of:
· Attachment A – Clarifying Guidance on the 1.2 FTE Limitation for Running Start students: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/Bulletins2016/B035-16AttachA.pdf.  

· Attachment B – Running Start Eligibility Verification Form (RSEVF), which must be filled out prior to each new term, as of August 2016: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/Bulletins2016/B035-16AttachB.pdf 

· Attachment C – Spring Quarter Enrollment Adjustment Form (SQEAF), which MIGHT need to be filled out prior to Spring Quarter, as of August 2016: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/Bulletins2016/B035-16AttachC.docx 

Due to the overlapping of the first high school semester and the winter college quarter in January, a Running Start student could be claimed for more than a 1.20 FTE for that month only. 

When this occurs, the student MIGHT be subject to a reduced FTE or to paying tuition for the spring college quarter, if the 1.20 AAFTE would be exceeded. (See the Bulletin referenced above for additional explanation of AAFTE.)

· Memorandum to colleges regarding reporting Running Start enrollment that includes the updated P223RS form and the Running Start rates for 2016-17 that is posted here: http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/Memos2016/M042-16.pdf. The Monthly Enrollment Report form (P223RS)  is linked here: http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/Memos2016/M042-16Attach.doc.

	Special Programs & Federal Accountability

Gayle Pauley
gaylepauley@k12.wa.us" 

gaylepauley@k12.wa.us

360-725-6170
	Office of Native Education (ONE)
Fall 2016 STI Tribal Sovereignty Curriculum Training Schedule:

· 9/29: STI Introductory Training Workshop—12 Tribes Resort/Omak

· 9/30: STI Training Trainers Workshop—12 Tribes Resort/Omak

· 10/4: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Junior Achievement Offices/Auburn

· 10/6: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Junior Achievement Offices/Yakima

· 10/7: STI Training Trainers Workshop—Junior Achievement Offices/Yakima

· 10/10: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Intellectual House/UW/Seattle

· 10/14: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Suquamish Longhouse/Poulsbo

· 10/20: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Tri-Cities Campus/WSU/Richland

· 10/27: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Lummi (site to be determined)

· 11/1: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Nisqually Youth/Community Center

· 11/4: STI Training Trainers Workshop—Tulalip or Swinomish (site to be determined)

· 11/7: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Evergreen School District/Vancouver

· 11/9: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Tacoma School District

· 11/16: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Spokane School District

· 11/17: STI Training Trainers Workshop—Spokane School District

· 12/1: STI Introductory Training Workshop—Aberdeen School District

            

For registration/general information, please contact the ONE/OSPI office at 360-725-6160 or email joan.banker@k12.wa.us or michael.vendiola@k12.wa.us; or check our ONE website at www.k12.wa.us/IndianEd/. 

Migrant and Bilingual Education

· Register Now for OSPI Migrant and Bilingual Education Program Webinars:

· October 13, 2016

· January 13, 2017

· March 10, 2017

· April 14, 2017 (iGrants training)

· June 2, 2017

· OSPI Migrant and Bilingual Education has published studies of districts with high graduation rates for English learners and migrant students.
· OSPI Migrant and Bilingual Education is co-sponsoring the Dual Language Institute with WABE’s Dual Language Washington, Oct. 28-29 at the Tacoma Convention Center.
To join our list serve and receive all communication from the Migrant and Bilingual Education office please send an email including your name, affiliation, and contact information to Logan.Endres@k12.wa.us.

	Learning & Teaching 

Kathe Taylor

kathe.taylor@k12.wa.us 

360-725-6417
	· Washington State Learning Standards for The Arts: Washington is moving towards the adoption of the National Core Arts Standards (NCAS) as our state learning standards for The Arts. To view the National Core Arts Standards, please go to: http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/.
· Computer Science Learning Standards Review: Teachers will be reviewing the draft Computer Science standards in Seattle on September 13, and in Pasco on September 15, as part of the process of bringing the new standards to the Superintendent Dorn for his consideration and adoption by the end of the calendar year. More information on the standards is located on OSPI’s Computer Science webpage (http://www.k12.wa.us/ComputerScience/default.aspx).

· Financial Education K–12 Learning Standards: The Washington K-12 Financial Education Learning Standards are nearing completion. A two-month period for public review and comment ended in August; final edits are being made now in response to feedback provided by the public and other stakeholders. On September 27, Superintendent Dorn will adopt the standards at a Financial Education Public Private Partnership (FEPPP) General Membership Meeting in Yakima. You can learn more about the process of standards development on our website at http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/FinancialEducation/default.aspx. 
· World Language Competency-based Assessment and Seal of Biliteracy: Districts are encouraged, if they have not already done so, to adopt World Language Competency-based Assessment and Seal of Biliteracy policies and procedures per the guidance outlined on these OSPI World Language websites.  To get started go to: http://www.k12.wa.us/WorldLanguages/CompetencyBasedCredits.aspx.
· Poetry Out Loud, 2016–17 School Registration is now open: Any school serving students in grades 9–12 may register to participate in the Washington State Poetry Out Loud program. Washington State Arts Commission (ArtsWA) joins other state arts agencies in partnering with the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation to support Poetry Out Loud, a poetry recitation competition that encourages the nation's youth to learn about great poetry through memorization and performance. For more information, please go to: http://www.arts.wa.gov/arts-in-education/poetry-out-loud/registration-and-key-dates.
· Elementary Music Curriculum – A Grant Opportunity: The Children’s Music Foundation is providing a music curriculum for Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st grade students, through a grant program supported by the Legislature, that provides start-up costs and materials for this music curriculum. Schools can apply by completing this online application. For more information, please go to: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/SpecialProjects.aspx#3.
· 

	Office of Student and School Success

Michael Merrin

michael.merrin@k12.wa.us 

360-725-4960
	· OSSS Events
· Regional Improvement Network (RIN)- September 21, 2016 | Regional ESD

· Indistar Update
· When your district and school teams log into the Indistar® Action Planning Tool you will notice a refurbished dashboard and a new component called “Plan Management,” which allows the user to navigate seamlessly through planning functions. For a review on how to get started with Indistar® action plans please select these links to webinars: DISTRICT LEVEL INDISTAR ACTION PLANNING TUTORIAL and DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING YOUR STUDENT AND SCHOOL SUCCESS ACTION PLAN

	Early Learning

Bob Butts

bob.butts@k12.wa.us
360-725-0420
	· ESSA Early Childhood Recommendations: The Early Childhood Workgroup for the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) has produced draft recommendations pertaining to the early learning provisions of ESSA. The recommendations will be finalized in mid-September and will go to the ESSA Consolidated Review Committee for its consideration in late-September. To receive a copy of the recommendations, please contact Mercedes at Mercedes.eckroth@k12.wa.us. 

· ECEAP Facilities: OSPI has been working with the Department of Early Learning on the Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) Facilities analysis and recommendations. Based on a survey of organizations, there are a large number of school districts who are considering building or renovating preschool classrooms. 

· Early Literacy Pathway: OSPI contracted with Dr. Molly Branson Thayer, University of Washington, to create an Early Literacy Pathway that shows the learning progressions from birth to age eight. This document enhances one's understanding of the developmental progressions as student learn to speak, listen, read, and write. The pathway document is available at http://k12.wa.us/ELA/EarlyLiteracyPathways.aspx.

· Save the Date – WERA P–3 Institute: The annual P–3 Institute will be held on March 7, 2017 at the Hilton Seattle Airport Hotel and Conference Center. The focus of the institute will be on helping children who have adverse childhood experiences (ACES). More information will be available at http://www.wera-web.org/events/ as the event nears.

	Information Technology

Peter Tamayo 

peter.tamayo@k12.wa.us 

360-725-6134
	· OSPI is now using a new tool called pdEnroller (https://www.pdenroller.org/) to publicize Professional Learning and Events. Developed by ESD 112 with input from numerous educators, this system will eventually become a “one-stop shop” for information about Washington professional learning opportunities. Educators can search by audience, topic/subject, ESD region, and date to find conferences, events, and trainings across the state.

	Special Education

Doug Gill

doug.gill@k12.wa.us
360-725-6075
	· 

	K–12 Education

Gil Mendoza

gil.mendoza@k12.wa.us 

360-725-6343
	PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION
· NEW! Virtual Certificates are now available for educators to print through the E-Certification system. These are Official Washington state certificates.  Virtual Certificate
· Professional Certification Webinar – Wednesday, October 12, 2016.

       View past webinars at: http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/Webinars.aspx 
       Send topic suggestions to:  gail.dunnam@k12.wa.us or cert@k12.wa.us 

· Military Spouses or Personnel – Expedited application review available. Please contact our office after submitting the online application. cert@k12.wa.us or 360-725-6400.

· Application Processing Status is updated weekly. Current information can be located at: http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/default.aspx 
· The TPEP website has moved and is now under the OSPI website at www.k12.wa.us/tpep/. The old website should now redirect you.
· Please see the website for information on important WAC changes to TPEP.

· iGrants for administrator and teacher training around TPEP are now open. The deadline is October 28.

· Look for a bulletin requesting completion of the School Employee Evaluation Survey in the next few weeks. This survey, required by the U.S. Department of Education, will open in early October and be due in mid-November.  

	Superintendent’s feedback
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