I am excited to let you know about a potential alternative route to teacher certification program.  This program is open to Para educators and other certificated employees, in addition to community college or university transfer students. All classes will be in the Skagit Valley (in the middle of our ESD region)  and revolve around a schedule to accommodate working Para educators! Please share!
 
Read more below:
 
[bookmark: x_OLE_LINK5][bookmark: x_OLE_LINK4]The Western Washington University, Woodring College of Education, Future Teacher Fellow Program 
2-year (8 Quarter) Program Starting Summer 2018
***Minimum number of participants required to run the program***
 
The Future Teacher Fellow program has been developed to increase the numbers of bilingual teachers and teachers with a focus on language learners in the ESD 189 region. This alternative route teaching program leads to a Bachelor of Arts in Education and a Washington State Teaching Certificate and is designed around a working Para educator’s schedule. Courses are evenings, Saturdays, and summers.   Although designed for working Para educators, this 8 quarter program is open to others. 
 
 Program Highlights:
         Competency based program of study
         Curriculum offered through in-person, online and hybrid courses
         Courses taught evenings, some Saturdays, and two intensive summers
         Tuition is $2921 per quarter over 8 quarters
         Ability to apply for financial aid, including scholarships
 
Program of study leads to a Bachelor of Arts in Education
         Bachelor of Arts in Education Language, Literacy and Cultural Studies from Western Washington University (BAE) 
         Washington State Residency Certificate with endorsements in Elementary Education (K-8), English Language Learners (ELL)  (K-12)or Bilingual Education (BE) (K-12)  option of Reading (K-12)
 
Applicants must meet the following:
         A Direct Transfer Agreement Associate Degree (DTA-AA) from a Washington State community college or equivalent
         A minimum 2.75 GPA (cumulative or last 45+ graded credits)
         Passing West-B score by June 1, 2018
         Completion of English 101 with a grade of B- or better
         Completion of the math prerequisite with a grade of C or better (e.g. MATH 099 at Skagit Valley College)
 
Program Requirements:
         Acceptance into Woodring and Western Washington University.
         Must be able to spend up to 6 hours a week in an elementary school working with students, providing one-on-one, small group, and whole class instruction that matches the course expectations (this can work in conjunction with Para educator positions, depending on the work). 
         Must be able to teach full-time a minimum of 5 full weeks (or ½ time for one complete school year) to complete teacher certification requirements during your final quarter (spring 2020). 
 
Preferred Qualifications:  
         Employed as a Para educator or preschool teacher on at least a .5 contract
         Bilingual, background in second language acquisition or bilingual education, understanding of public school system, and demonstrated commitment to supporting students adding English as an additional language (not required to be bilingual for the Skagit route).
 
Interested and want to know more?
	Woodring FTF Teacher Preparation Director

	Dr. Marsha Riddle Buly, Western Washington University 
Marsha.RiddleBuly@wwu.edu
360-650-7348


 
For Para educators who do not yet have a transferable AA,  (a program requirement), there are some funds through PESB for people to earn their AA with the intention of joining an alternative route: https://www.pesb.wa.gov/paraeducator-board/paraeducator-board-grant-programs/pipeline-for-paraeducators-conditional-loan-scholarship/ 
 


Marsha Riddle Buly, Ph.D.

Literacy Professor
Program Director: Future Bilingual Teacher Fellows (FBTF) Alternative Route to Certification
Bilingual Advisor, Reading Endorsement Advisor, Co-Advisor MED Literacy
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Woodring College of Education

Western Washington University
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Bellingham, WA 98225-9092

360 650 7348
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