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Goals

• Understand some basics about OER and the current 

landscape.

• Discover some exemplar sources for OER.

• Understand the purpose and organization of the OER 

Commons Washington Hub.

• Explore resources from statewide educators.

• What’s on the horizon for OER
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https://unsplash.com/photos/rk_Zz3b7G2Y?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/goals?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


What are OER?

• Open Educational Resources 

(OER) reside in the public 

domain or have been 

released under an intellectual 

property license that permits 

their

free use and

re-purposing.
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https://pixabay.com/en/robot-oer-open-educational-resources-3263267/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


OER are NOT…

Any free resources on the internet 

FREE is not the same as OPEN.

Strictly digital resources 

OER is a license not a delivery 

platform.

One type of resource

OER can be graphics, video, music, 

lessons, simulations, full courses, etc.

P
h
o

to
 b

y
ra

w
p

ix
e
l
o

n
U

n
sp

la
sh

https://unsplash.com/photos/RqzW7zFB6y0?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/different?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


OER are…

The 5 Rs:

Retain     Reuse     Remix     Revise     Redistribute

OER = Free + Permissions

Icons from OER Guidance for Schools, commissioned by Leicester City Council, produced by 

Björn Haßler, Helen Neo and Josie Fraser. Available under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Washington K-12 OER Project

• OER Awareness and Advocacy

increasing district awareness of OER and 

providing resources to locate, evaluate, 

adopt, and implement OER. 

• OER Review and Development

working with districts to develop full-

course or unit level OER aligned to 

learning standards.

• OER Library Curation

maintaining a library of resources that 

have been developed by OSPI grantees or 

collaborators and aligned to Washington 

K-12 Learning Standards. Washington K-12 OER Project

OSPI building | CC BY

Awareness
Adapting/

Developing

Sharing/

Distribution

http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/


#GoOpen States

Arizona

California

Connecticut

Delaware

Georgia

Illinois

Indiana

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

North Carolina

Oklahoma

Oregon

Rhode Island

Tennessee

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Wisconsin

Washington

#GoOpen

http://tech.ed.gov/open-education/


Why should 

OER be on 

my radar?
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https://unsplash.com/photos/1PP0Fc-KSd4?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/radar?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


OER enable cost shifts

With OER, content acquisition 

costs can be reduced, allowing 

schools to shift funds to other 

critical areas to support 

learning and teaching.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninja999/4525643501
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninja999
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Tumwater School District

With the funds the district normally 

would have spent on textbooks, 

officials are giving teachers release 

time from class and paying them for 

extra hours so they can observe and 

learn from each other.

David Parascand

Math TOSA

Resources:

Mathematics Vision Project

Open Up Resources/Illustrative 

Mathematics



OER empower districts

OER empower districts and teachers as creative 

professionals by giving them the ability to 

adapt and customize learning materials to meet 

the needs of their students.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/33734355@N08/3829584105
https://www.flickr.com/photos/timothygareth/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Example of adaptation with OER

State We’re In: Washington

State We're In: Washington

https://www.oercommons.org/courses/the-state-we-re-in-washington


OER promote equity

All students can have access to 

high quality learning materials 

that have the most up-to-date 

and relevant content because 

OER can be freely copied and 

distributed to anyone.

Photo by Wokandapix| CC 0

https://pixabay.com/en/equity-fairness-equitable-letters-2355700/


Some of the highest-rated core instructional materials 
available today are openly licensed

EdReports

https://edreports.org/


OER are on a steady climb

Creative Commons: 2017 

State of the Commons

https://stateof.creativecommons.org/


OER and the Every Student Succeeds Act

Title IV grant funds may support 

district projects aimed at:

“discovering, adapting, and 

sharing openly licensed

high-quality resources” 

This option is embedded within the 

Effective Use of Technology section



OER promote good digital citizenship

Open licenses 

allow you to 

legally share 

content via your 

favorite delivery 

platform.



Except where otherwise noted, "Since Time Immemorial: Tribal Sovereignty in 

Washington State" by Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction in partnership 

with the Federally Recognized Tribes in Washington State is licensed under a Creative 

Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

How do I know a resource is open?



Human Readable CC BY license



Creative 
Commons 
open license 
types

Graphic from License to share by Research Outreach | CC BY

https://researchoutreach.org/articles/thought-leaders/license-to-share-how-the-creative-commons-licensing-system-encourages-the-remixing-and-reuse-of-published-materials/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Where do I 
find OER?

…and how do I 
know it’s good?

Photo by Kendall Lane on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/yEDhhN5zP4o?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


How will you use OER?

Using OER as a supplemental resource 

Adopting an existing OER as core 

instructional material

Adapting OER to meet district teacher 

and student needs

Curating or creating OER to develop 

“home grown” materials
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https://pixabay.com/en/pencil-color-colorful-green-tool-1067670/
https://pixabay.com/en/users/padrinan-1694659/
https://pixabay.com/en/service/license/


#GoOpen

Determining your district need and capacity

Key Considerations for School Districts

http://tech.ed.gov/open-education/
https://tech.ed.gov/open/districts/launch/
http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/pubdocs/2017-OERKeyConsiderations-Accessible.pdf


OER Landscape

Supplemental 

instructional material
Core instructional 

material

Third-

party 

developer

Home-grown

Lessons,

Units,

Videos, etc.

Variety of sources, content 

areas, and grades

Curated 

collections

Work often being 

done on online 

platforms (LMS, 

repository, etc.)

Full course materials

Smaller range of content 

Typically grant/foundation 

funded work (initially)

Full course materials

Wider array of content. Often, 

more specialized courses or 

more limited grade band range.



Use Advanced Search

Internet Search Engines

http://www.google.com/


OER Repositories

Mason OER Metafinder

https://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.curriki.org/
https://nsdl.oercommons.org/
https://dp.la/


OER Commons

OER Commons is a public 

digital library of open 

educational resources.

Search by content area, 

grade band, standard, or 

material type.

OER Commons

http://www.oercommons.org/


Each resource entry 

gives a description 

and information about 

the license type and 

permissions.

OER Commons

OER Commons Resource Card

http://www.oercommons.org/


Full Course OER

https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/language-arts/
https://www.ck12.org/
https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/language-arts/


New Resource:

OER Core Instructional Material Options

OER for Adoption Consideration
Mathematics, English Language Arts, Science

Documents Include:

• links to access materials

• delivery options

• professional learning options

• reviews if available

Library, Set Square, and Physics icons by Vectors Market | Flaticon Basic License

OER Options for District Adoption

https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/56710-oer-options-for-district-adoption
https://www.flaticon.com/authors/vectors-market
https://www.flaticon.com/authors/vectors-market
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/56710-oer-options-for-district-adoption


OER Commons

Curriki

Canvas Commons

Teacher Advisor

Google

Edmoto Spotlight

Amazon Inspire

Smarter Balanced Digital Library

OpenEd

State Repositories

Individual Developers

Better Lesson

Share My Lesson

Read Works

PBS Learning Media

This is only a small portion of the sites, 

repositories, and search engines out there 

that educators will use to find instructional 

materials of ALL license types. 

• Know your need

• Search critically

• Review with recognized rubrics for the 

evaluation of instructional materials

• Understand your level of permitted use



Washington Hub on OER Commons

OER Commons Washington Hub

Harnessing the potential of OER to share resources widely - promoting equitable access

to standards-aligned, quality instructional materials.

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


Washington Hub on OER Commons

• reviewed courses and 

units 

• developed by OSPI 

grantees or collaborators

• aligned to Washington 

K-12 Learning Standards.

OER Commons Washington Hub

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


OER Commons  Washington Hub

Washington Social Studies

This group, curated by OSPI, contains 

resources created by and for educators -

including instructional materials, review 

rubrics, and other useful links.

Resource Highlights: Social Studies Group

http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


OER Commons  Washington Hub

Clime Time

This group includes teacher professional 

development and instructional materials 

developed under this grant funds made 

available by the State of Washington legislature.

Resource Highlights: Clime Time Group

http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington
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Check out some 

resources on the 

Washington Hub

OER Commons Washington Hub

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington

https://www.flickr.com/photos/paurian/3550755709
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


How to include OER in adoption process?

Instructional Material Selection and Adoption Guidance

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/InstructionalMaterialsReview.aspx


Who Else Has Adopted OER?

Results from 2017 OSPI pilot survey of 93 school districts.



Look out for…

Photo by Marten Newhall on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@laughayette?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/look?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


OpenSciEd aims to create a set of 

exemplary science instructional 

materials that are:

• designed and aligned to the 

Framework and NGSS;

• based on research 

• developed with educators;

• improved over time.

While starting at the middle school 

level, the goal is to create an entire 

science curriculum from K-12.

Just Released OER

Units from OpenSciEd

OpenSciEd

https://www.openscied.org/


More granting agencies requiring open licensing



From the SBCTC Career Launch Site

https://www.sbctc.edu/career-launch/

https://www.sbctc.edu/career-launch/


OER Project Grants – 2020-2021

TARGET AREAS OF FOCUS

In order to be considered for funding, proposals must address one of the 
following areas:

Complete the development/adaptation of openly-licensed core 
instructional materials aligned to state learning standards – particularly in 
underrepresented content areas.

OR

Complete the development/adaptation of openly licensed unit-level 
supplemental instructional materials aligned to state learning standards 
and focused on content integration.

EXPECTED RFP RELEASE DATE: EARLY APRIL 2020



Learn More about OER

OER YouTube PlaylistOER Online Course

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPJFrqQwDehRJt7YHe5n-Au0ngcMbuIA0
http://www.openwa.org/module-1/
http://www.openwa.org/module-1/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPJFrqQwDehRJt7YHe5n-Au0ngcMbuIA0


Learn More about OER - 2

https://www.newamerica.org/in-depth/prek12-oer-in-practice/


Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public 

Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons 4.0 International License.

Contact Us!

@waOSPI_OER

barbara.soots@k12.wa.us

OSPI Website

OER Project Website

Sign up for newsletter

http://k12.wa.us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:barbara.soots@k12.wa.us?subject=OER%20Inquiry
mailto:barbara.soots@k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/oer/
https://www.k12.wa.us/
https://www.k12.wa.us/oer
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new

