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Welcome!
Introductions:

● Amanda Rodriguez - Mount Vernon School District
○ English Learner Specialist @ Washington Elementary

● Gayle Everly - NWESD 189
○ Administrator of Teaching & Learning

● Introduce yourself (name, position, district) and share what you hope to 

learn about today - “Give One, Get One”



Paraeducator Training Dates & Topics
Thursday, October 5th, 2017 

9-2:30pm

“Understanding Language Acquisition & Development”

Tuesday, January 9th, 2018  

9-2:30pm

“Instructional Strategies for Student Engagement”

Tuesday, March 20th, 2018

9-2:30pm

“Scaffolds for Language Learners”



Today’s Agenda
Introductions

Foundations of Language Acquisition

LUNCH is provided!

English Learner Program Models in Washington State

Application of Information to Your Current Role

Next Steps



Learning Outcomes

★ I will have an understanding of how my English 

Learners acquire language.

★ I will feel empowered to take my new learning back 

to my building(s) and serve my students.



Language Acquisition - Observation Charts

With a partner, look at each observation chart.

Share your reflection out loud in your language of 

choice and then choose one person to record your 

response. You may use words or images to record 

your response.

When you have finished, you can move to the next 

chart.



What did you observe?



Observation Charts:
● Create posters 4-8 posters, each 

containing 4-6 pictures (categorized)

● Place on the walls around the room

● Students choose a partner and observe 

each poster then the scribe draws or 

writes their observations on the chart

● Can repeat in a few weeks to measure 

growth



BICS & CALPs





Sort the Pictures into BICS & CALPs



10 minute break



Affective Filter



Students learn when they feel safe. The term “affective 
filter” has to do with students’ emotional factors that 
can block or impede learning.  So that students can 
learn, teachers need to create secure environments 
with low anxiety. So that students can learn, teachers 
need to be enthusiastic and engage students completely 
in class. So that students can learn, teachers need to 
teach using comprehensible input. For students to be 
able to learn, teachers need to let them use their 
primary language.  Students learn when they feel safe.

Big Book Text



Students Learn 
When They Feel Safe

By Sarah Southard



Students learn when they feel safe.



The term “affective filter” has to do 
with students’ emotional factors that 
can block or impede learning.



Students learn when they feel safe



So that students can learn, teachers 
need to create secure environments 
with low anxiety.



Students learn when they feel safe.



So that students can learn, teachers 
need to be enthusiastic and engage 
students completely in class.



Students learn when they feel safe.



So that students can learn, teachers 
need to teach using comprehensible 
input.



Students learn when they feel safe.



For students to be able to learn, 
teachers need to let them use their 
primary language.



Students learn when they feel safe.



Students learn when they feel safe. The term “affective 
filter” has to do with students’ emotional factors that 
can block or impede learning.  So that students can 
learn, teachers need to create secure environments 
with low anxiety. So that students can learn, teachers 
need to be enthusiastic and engage students completely 
in class. So that students can learn, teachers need to 
teach using comprehensible input. For students to be 
able to learn, teachers need to let them use their 
primary language.  Students learn when they feel safe.

Big Book Text



Affective filter - Big Book

● Choose key concepts and 

vocabulary.  

● Choose a frame or pattern.

● Use real pictures and 

photos.



When do you think your students felt like either of 
these pictures?

A

B



How can you help lower students’ affective filters?



Something to think about…..



See you back in 30 minutes!



Stages of Language Acquisition



“Sole Mate”



Language Acquisition - Accessing Prior Knowledge

Thinking about a particular EL student with whom 
you’re working:

• What do you notice about his/her language proficiency?

• What do you want to know?

• Share at your table  and find 

common ideas in your group.



5 Stages 
of Second
Language
Acquisition



Puzzle pieces

Stage Characteristics Approximate Time Frame Teacher Prompts

Preproduction Show me …

Circle the …

Where is …?

Who has …?

The student

Has limited comprehension

Produces one- or two-word responses.

Uses key words and familiar phrases.

Uses present-tense verbs.





Completed Process Grid



English Learner Program Models



EL Program Specifics
Language Domains

● Speaking

● Listening

● Reading

● Writing

Overall Language Categories:

● Emerging
○ (Level 1’s and 2’s in each domain)

● Progressing
○ (Combination of domain levels)

● Proficient
○ (Level 4’s and 5’s in each domain)



6 EL Program Models
● Each Table group has a specific program model

● Consensus Board

○ Divide paper into a middle section and one 

section for each person to write in

○ Each person writes key ideas in their square, with 

different colors

○ Write 3-4 commonalities/key points in middle -

your CONSENSUS

● Choose a presenter for your group



6 EL Program Models
● Dual Language

● Developmental Bilingual Education (Late Exit)

● Transitional Bilingual Education (Early Exit)

● Content-Based Instruction (CBI) or Sheltered 
Instruction (SI)

● Supportive Mainstream

● Newcomer Program



Dual Language
● Mixed classrooms of ELLs 

and native English speakers.  

● Goal of bilingualism, 

biliteracy, biculturalism, and 

grade level academic 

achievement for all students. 



Developmental Bilingual Education (Late Exit)
● Classrooms of English 

language learners in K-6 

grades.  

● Goal of bilingualism, biliteracy, 

and grade level academic 

achievement for English 

language learners.



Transitional Bilingual Education (Early Exit)
● Classrooms of English language 

learners.  

● Goal of English proficiency and 

grade-level academic achievement 

with gradual reduction of native 

language supports. 



Content-Based Instruction (CBI) or 
Sheltered Instruction (SI)
● Classrooms of English language 

learners.  

● Goal of English language 

proficiency integrated with grade 

level academic achievement. 



Supportive Mainstream
● Students in mainstream English 

speaking classrooms most of the day.  

● Goal of English language proficiency 

integrated with grade-level academic 

achievement. 



Newcomer Programs
● Classrooms of beginning level newly 

immigrated English language learners 

all or part of the day.  

● Goal of basic English language 

proficiency, basic content knowledge, 

and introduction to US school culture in 

order to prepare for other district ELL 

program.



Something to think about…..



Stand Up, Hand Up, Pair Up



Stand Up, Hand Up, Pair Up
● Choose a Partner A and a Partner B

● Partner B share first…..

○ What kind of EL program 

model(s) does your school have?

○ What do you currently do to 

serve EL students?

● What experiences do you have serving EL students?



Questions about EL Program Models?



Advocacy



What is advocacy?



By definition…..



Advocating for your students…..
● Communicate with students about the WHY

● Kids need time to talk and ask questions

● Social/Emotional Impacts

○ Dynamic with political issues right now

○ Difficult times for students - breaks, holidays, weekends

○ Acting out is in reaction to their environment and what they 

can/can’t control

○ School often provides consistency (people, food, routines, etc)



Advocating for yourself.....
● Get to know your students

● Give things time and progress will come

● Be your biggest cheerleader

○ Navigate situations with teachers

○ Communication with teachers, leaders, bilingual team, 

instructional coaches



Something to think about…..



Learning Outcomes
★ I will have an understanding of 

how my English Learners 

acquire language.

★ I will feel empowered to take 

my new learning back to my 

building(s) and serve my 

students.



Next Steps



Resources & Ideas

https://sites.google.com/a/mvsd320.org/rodriguez-s-resource/



What do you hope to accomplish before next time?
1. Share my new learning from today with colleagues?

1. Do I want to practice my new learning with the students I see outside of 

the classroom?

1. Meet with the EL teacher or director in my school or district?

1. Connect with grade level or content teachers to 

learn ways to support our students more effectively?




