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Welcome!!!

Introductions

Thursday, October 5th, 2017 
9-2:30pm “Understanding Language Acquisition & Development”

Tuesday, January 9th, 2018  
9-2:30pm “Instructional Strategies for Student Engagement”

Tuesday, March 20th, 2018
9-2:30pm “Scaffolds for Language Learners”
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Today’s Agenda

Promoting Student Engagement - Social/Emotional Environments

Promoting Student Engagement - Physical Environments

Promoting Student Engagement - Academic Environments

Student Engagement Resources

We are our students’ BEST advocates!
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Learning Targets

1. I can identify adjustments to the social/emotional environment 
in my teaching to improve active engagement of EL students.

2. I can explain one way in which I will adjust my physical 
environment to better engage EL students in learning.

3. I can identify at least one routine or scaffold (academic 
environments) that are beneficial to actively engage EL 
students.
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What does student engagement look like?

● Work in teams to create a 
graffiti wall.

● Record your work 
independently - recording 
your thoughts using 
graphics, words etc.

● When everyone has 
completed their part, 
share your thinking. 5

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap-JvvU0xV4


Social/Emotional 
Environments



Remember…..
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Social/Emotional Supports

● Use of home language (TRANSLANGUAGING)

● Shared learning experiences

● Encouraging & shaping social interactions

● Academic support, including clubs/activities/sports

● Serving as a bridge or liaison with other students - ADVOCATE

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/establish-classroom-culture
8

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/establish-classroom-culture
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Vj10mHe3i0


Translanguaging

● A scaffold to help 
emergent bilinguals 
learn English.  

● A way to cultivate students’ bilingualism – using all 
of their languages as a resource for learning, 
reading, writing, and thinking in the classroom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_AnGU8jy4o 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_AnGU8jy4o


Translanguaging
A scaffold to help emergent bilinguals learn English.  

A way to cultivate students’ bilingualism – using all of their languages as a 
resource for learning, reading, writing, and thinking in the classroom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_AnGU8jy4o 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_AnGU8jy4o


Hopes and Dreams: An Asset-Based Approach

● Valuing and respecting each other
● Valuing diversity
● Realizing that cultural context will affect an individual’s 

communication and participation in education in a variety of 
ways 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/building-a-comfortable-classroom

Belonging Self-efficacy Resilience
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https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/building-a-comfortable-classroom


What is “Funds of Knowledge”?
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What is “Funds of Knowledge”?

The belief that all 
students come to school 

with valuable 
knowledge, abilities, and 
sets of information that 
are worth sharing with 

their school and 
community!
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What is “Funds of Knowledge”?
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How do we connect with our families?

● Neighborhood visit?
● Welcome families and students? 
● Invite families to a school event?
● Deliver gifts during December?
● Family visit to selected student(s)?
● Include parent experts or volunteers in 

your classroom?
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How do we connect with our families?
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Shared Learning Experiences

Classroom experience at the beginning of a unit to 
support equal access for all students.

★ Parent Expert         
★ Community Expert
★ Field Trips
★ Videos
★ Home-School Connections
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Reflection - How do you connect with families?

Think of a particular student
1. What “Funds of Knowledge” do they bring to our 

class/school?
2. How do we use that knowledge and those assets to 

increase student learning?
3. What else would I still like to know about this student and/or 

their family?

Share your favorite experience 
with a “sole mate” about this specific
student and their FUNDS OF KNOWLEDGE. 18

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxQWLbdGLfE
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Physical 
Environments

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY


Elementary
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Secondary
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Group Work
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Look at the Walls!
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Look at the Walls!

https://youtu.be/eotdNIEHzDY
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https://youtu.be/eotdNIEHzDY


Classroom Analysis

Think of a classroom you work in…..

● How does the physical environment include ELL students?
○ Grouping/seating?
○ Flexible groupings?

● What resources are available to support learning?

● How does the physical environment support or promote social 
and emotional learning?
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Classroom Analysis - Next Step

What is one thing that you can add 
to your physical workspace to 

enhance the social & emotional 
learning of your students?
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Academic 
Environments



Instructional Supports

PUSH-IN

● Work alongside the student 
to help scaffold 
comprehensible input

● Communication tools for 
teachers

● Clustering Model in middle 
& high school with 
intentional certificated 
and classified support

PULL-OUT

● Specific language support 
with the EL Specialist or 
Paraeducator including:
○ Classroom & School 

Culture
○ Basic vocabulary
○ Oral language 

development
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http://www.ballard-tighe.com/frames-for-fluency/resources/ei-sampler.pdf
http://www.ballard-tighe.com/frames-for-fluency/resources/ei-sampler.pdf


Push-In Models

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ_vDsnlyNI 31

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ_vDsnlyNI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY


Push-In: Supporting the content

! I’ve used this strategy 
and I can model it.

✔ I’ve used this 
strategy 

or observed it being 
used.

? I have a question 
about this strategy.
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Sentence Frames
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Sentence Starters
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Opportunities for Student Voice
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Grouping for Academic Conversations

When are classroom conversations like a soccer game 
and when are they like a track meet?

https://www.edutopia.org/practice/oracy-classroom-strategies-effective-talk 36

https://www.edutopia.org/practice/oracy-classroom-strategies-effective-talk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_W0bSen8Qjg


Strategy Check

● Learning Targets
● Graffiti Wall
● Think & Write
● Sole Mate
● Observation Charts
● Anchor Charts
● Think, Write, Pair, Share
● Give One, Get One
● Turn & Talk
● Marking the Text
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Technology and Resources
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https://www.usalearns.org/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/
https://www.readinga-z.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/mvsd320.org/rodriguez-s-resource/


THANK YOU!
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