
Transforming AP Classrooms 
with Problem-Based Learning



Deeper Learning Content







Questions

1) What does problem-based learning look like in an 
AP course?

2) What tools encourage collaboration, creativity, 
and connectedness?



What are perceived 

barriers in the shift 

towards deeper learning?



My list . . . 

▪ Too much content, need efficient way to teach it all

▪ We’re preparing kids for college lectures

▪ We’re preparing students for the test

▪ We need to teach basic skills first

▪ Student’s aren’t ready to _____________.

▪ Requires lots of up front planning

▪ Parents, colleagues, or principal expect me to  ____________.

▪ There’s not enough time to ____________.
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PBL Key Elements NPDL Learning Progressions 

Authentic Problems

Authentic Assessments

Student Voice and Leadership

Culturally Responsive Instruction
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0-3 PBL Courses

37% Pass Rate

7 or more PBL Courses

67% Pass Rate



Challenge Cycles:  www.bsd405.org/shspbl



Course Development – Lessons from AP HUG

▪ Tools for collaboration:  Teacher Guide Student Materials

▪ Reflection and Revision:  Continuous Improvement

▪ Effective Norms:  Staying Together

▪ Keeping What Works:  Mind Maps

onenote://C:/Users/wpalmer/Documents/OneNote Notebooks/AP Human Geography SHS-IHS/APHuG Units 2015-16.one#Unit%202%20Development&section-id={AC93A6E5-4D74-4D43-8354-FAB8DAF852F8}&page-id={943DA99B-7FD4-4AC9-89C4-F9EAFDCD0F89}&end
onenote://C:/Users/wpalmer/Documents/OneNote Notebooks/AP Human Geography SHS-IHS/Student tabs Unit 2/Unit 2 Development Challenge Cycle.one1.%20Challenge%20Description%20and%20Rubric%2010/26%20(reference%20throughout)&section-id={B03318E4-5FC6-40BC-899A-5A457511E4D7}&page-id={D6884AB8-39C9-4630-97CC-DAD51EF4FBAA}&end
onenote://C:/Users/wpalmer/Documents/OneNote Notebooks/AP Human Geography SHS-IHS/APHuG Units 2015-16.one#Reflections/changes&section-id={AC93A6E5-4D74-4D43-8354-FAB8DAF852F8}&page-id={ABA93417-E10B-46BC-A8BE-7C018A28635E}&end
onenote://C:/Users/wpalmer/Documents/OneNote Notebooks/AP Human Geography SHS-IHS/APHuG Units 2015-16.one#2016-2017%20planning&section-id={AC93A6E5-4D74-4D43-8354-FAB8DAF852F8}&page-id={9933AD23-4997-4054-B81C-A5998BA3BFDF}&end
onenote://?/Volume%7bce2a853d-09e2-47d6-9a7b-575b34427016%7d/OneNote%20Notebooks/Unit%207%20Mind%20Maps.one#1.%20%20Mind%20map%201%20due%203/9%20What%20is%20culture%20and%20how%20does%20it%20diffuse&section-id={2C184968-E29E-4929-AB4A-FFA6ED98F1DD}&page-id={4A4E2E9C-227D-41A6-BE5E-0D55360A5F40}&end


Course Development – Lessons from AP Science

We need experts, we need problems



A
u

th
e
n

ticity

I know people do 

this outside of 

school but I could 

care less about …

Super fun but who 

does this?

This is a real 

problem and this 

problem matters 

to me

Do I care? 

Does it matter?

Relevance





Starting Point - Bellingham

Paying attention to skill development

Learning together – developing expertise

One step at a time

https://bellinghamschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/william_palmer_bellinghamschools_org/_layouts/OneNote.aspx?id=/personal/william_palmer_bellinghamschools_org/Documents/Class Notebooks/Bellingham PBL Skill Alignment&wd=target(Using Evidence.one|CFB3F919-9387-4CA9-85B6-94925BB8B74C/Our Authentic Problem|EA4D1BA8-BCA8-4B0F-A802-0412352E326E/)
https://bellinghamschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/william_palmer_bellinghamschools_org/_layouts/OneNote.aspx?id=/personal/william_palmer_bellinghamschools_org/Documents/Class Notebooks/Bellingham PBL Skill Alignment&wd=target(Using Evidence.one|CFB3F919-9387-4CA9-85B6-94925BB8B74C/Where's Your Proof?|8A8462FB-DE5E-4FD4-ACC1-9C1A414E282A/)
onenote://C:/Users/wpalmer/Documents/OneNote Notebooks/AP Human Geography SHS-IHS/Student Tabs Unit 6/Unit 6 Culture Challenge Cycle.one#1.%20%20Challenge%20description%20and%20rubric&section-id={113C2C8A-7928-40DE-A348-68FD038968FA}&page-id={0DAF08EB-6043-46D5-813A-DD95244D6087}&end


Questions

▪ How do you make sense of AP enrollment and scores 
increasing with a shift to PBL?  

▪ Where do you see meaningful collaboration happening in 
your building?  


