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Learning Target:

❖ Participants will understand the background of Teaching 

for Transformation (TfT) as a guide to missional 

instruction.



Mission Statement

❖ The mission of Lynden Christian Schools is to be an 

effective instrument of God. Together with Christian 

parents and the church, we seek to educate children 

and young people so that they may grow and mature 

into perceptive and caring Christians. Finally, our goal is 

to produce citizens who have a transforming influence in 

the world.



What is Teaching for 
Transformation? 



Storyline

❖ TfT believes that every unit and every learning 

experience tells a story.

❖ Each student and teacher develops an individual 

storyline and discovers how they are living in God's epic 

drama.



Throughlines

❖ God Worshiper

❖ Idolatry Discerner

❖ Earth Keeper

❖ Beauty Creator

❖ Justice Seeker



Throughlines

❖ Creation Enjoyer

❖ Servant Worker

❖ Community Builder

❖ Image Reflector

❖ Order Discoverer 



Formational Learning Experiences 
(FLEx)

❖ Every Christian school classroom must provide 

authentic opportunities for students to practice Living 

the kingdom story. 

❖ Real Work

❖ Real Problem

❖ Real People



Lynden Christian School

TfT Artifacts
First Grade
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Seniors































Chapel Project

❖ In and effort to transform our classroom experience to 

reflect real work, for real audiences having real 

consequences, we propose a nine week chapel window 

that will be composed of student and teacher voices. 

❖ Each chapel will be entirely developed by the student 

body; we will be responsible for putting together the 

program, recruiting the voices, and leading the chapels. 



My deep hope for the 
students:What if my voice, as a teacher, was not the only one that 

mattered?



Student led chapels

❖ Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, 

faithfulness and self-control. 

❖ Recruited student stories, teacher, and community 

stories, including professional athletes. 



Essential Learning Targets: 

I can … use my voice and my interests to 
speak into others’ spiritual development. 

Kindness Chapel

Thank You Notes . . .

I can … produce work that aligns with 
the students' giftedness and contributes 
to a larger context than just the 
classroom.



Through-lines:

LC has a bit of a tired model of spiritual leadership, and 

our students saw how their heads, hearts, and hands 

can shape their environment

Experiential more than reflective.  They heard their 

classmates reviews, and assess their contributions 

based on peer review.

We spent nine weeks reflecting on the manifestations of 

the spirit, not in an idealistic way, but a practical one.

Students shared their stories, used their talents, and put 

themselves on display in a meaningful, life-giving way



Formational Learning 
Experience:

Real Needs:

Spiritual Leadership/Spiritual Longing

Real People:

LC Student Body/Staff

Real Work:

High Stakes Presentation



Photos/Videos of students:

❖ Community Builder 

❖ Student Voice, Student Leadership, Student Engagement

❖ Image Creator

❖ Student Testimony, Prophetic Art

❖ Global Influence

❖ Professional Athletes

❖ Inviting

❖ Students into a larger, global conversation

❖ Nurturing

❖ Leaders learn to share, collaborate, innovate

❖ Empowering

❖ Freedom to fail, risk, discuss, reshape



Student Reflections:



Next Steps

❖ Continue to develop curriculum through early adopters 

(2016/17), 30% and full staff

❖ Commit to Try and Gallery Walks

❖ Developing an assessment tool to measure “real 

learning” 


