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	NWESD TOSA PROJECT MIDYEAR SUMMARY

	DISTRICT: CONCRETE
	PARTICIPATING FACULTY

	BUILDING: CONCRETE E/MS
	Vanessa Williams 
	

	GRADE LEVEL: 7-8
	
	

	YEAR: 2011-2012
	 
	

	TOSA: DAVID HEATON-BUSH
	
	

	MEETING DATES
	LOCAL FOCUS

	MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
MONDAY, OCTOBER 31
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16
	[bookmark: _GoBack]As the only member of Concrete’s team this year, Vanessa is working closely with the NWESD TOSA to improve her practice. She has completed one cycle and is starting her second in early February.

	KEY OUTCOMES FOR TEAM

	CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	In this year’s first cycle, Vanessa and the TOSA examined ratios and proportions and took a closer look at the strengths and weaknesses of her available instructional materials. After identifying an area where the text has little material and with which Vanessa admitted to not being entirely comfortable, we designed a learning progression to scaffold students in learning how to apply proportions in the real world.
	KNOWLEDGE OF STANDARDS
	In designing the ratio and proportion learning progression, Vanessa and the TOSA looked at the standards in the 7th grade and how they can be efficiently combined into lessons. We identified weakness in instructional materials and began addressing these issues. The process will be generalized in the future to pertain to other areas of the standards.

	FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
	For each step of the learning progression, Vanessa and the TOSA designed success criteria which the students can use to assess themselves against the learning target. We also identified at least one formative assessment technique that would match each learning target in the progression.
	INSTRUCTIONAL BEST PRACTICES
	The work in best practices in this first cycle was focused on three areas: student discourse, questioning techniques, and authentic tasks. The lesson gave Vanessa an opportunity to practice all three of these aspects of effective mathematics instruction. Vanessa has admitted being uncomfortable allowing students to control the discourse in the classroom, and the team is working towards building her strengths in this area.

	PARTICIPANT REFLECTIONS/COMMENTS

	“I am very excited to put formative assessment into practice”
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