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	NWESD TOSA Project Midyear Summary

	District: Lynden
	Participating Faculty

	Building: lynden middle school
	Sue Claypoole-Brooks         8th grade

	Grade Level: 7-8
	Leland Crancus                     8th grade

	Year: 2011-2012
	Alexis MacNevin                  7th grade

	TOSA: Kathy Darrow-joiner
	Shirley Preszler                    7th & 8th grades

	Meeting Dates
	Local Focus

	october 13
october 27

november 3

november 8
	The Lynden collaborative inquiry team has completed one cycle with a focus on the new common core state standards for science literacy and a focus on the state standards for science application through technological design.

	Key Outcomes for Team

	Content Knowledge
	The content focus was application of science through technology.  Teacher content knowledge was enhanced through research of technical articles.  Content knowledge was also extended through research of Curriculum Topic Study (CTS) references.
	Knowledge Of Standards
	Construction of the learning progression involved a detailed look at the common core state standards in science literacy and in the state standards for science application through technological design.  The teachers researched technical articles looking for rigorous materials that would help their students meet the performance expectations in the standards.  

	Formative Assessments
	To develop their formative assessments, the team studied the standards and broke the big ideas into progressive subskills.  Each subskill became a learning target on a learning progression. Student success criteria were established for each learning target, and formative assessment techniques were established to determine if students met the success criteria for mastery of each subskill.  The collaboratively-planned lesson also incorporated formative assessment techniques into the lesson flow.
	Instructional Best Practices
	The Lynden team identified learning targets in the standards, developed authentic tasks to help students meet the targets, researched and developed formative assessments, and established criteria for student success.  The teachers also explored a variety of practices to increase student discourse and decrease teacher talk during the lesson.  After observing their lesson and looking at the students’ formative work, the teachers collaboratively analyzed and adjusted the lesson to increase student learning. 

	Participant Reflections/Comments

	Additional learning you have gained: “A more structured way to identify learning objectives and break them into smaller pieces and discreet lessons.” ● “I’ve become more familiar with the technology piece in the science standards.” ● “I’ve learned how to access a new tool that is available to our school (Achieve 3000).” ● “Include differentiated reading materials when possible (when it is a skill-objective, not a content-objective), and a more deliberate lesson-planning strategy when generating new curriculum to meet a specific learning objective(s).” ● To stop “too much teacher talk for directions.  More directions can be given in written format with a short recap.”


