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	NWESD TOSA Project Midyear Summary

	District: meridian
	Participating Faculty

	Building: meridian middle school
	Andrea Ames, 6th-8th
	Lee Clonts, 6th-8th

	Grade Level: 6-8
	Jan Dormaier      High School Sci.
	Mark Van Dyke     High School Sci.

	Year: 2011-2012
	Barb Wood, 5th
	Patty Moreno, 5th

	TOSA: Kathy Darrow-joiner
	Tiana Roma, long term substitute
	Melody Freeman, student teacher

	
	David Forsythe           Executive Director, Teaching and Learning

	
	Jerry Sanderson         Principal, Meridian Middle School

	
	James Everett             Principal, Meridian High School

	Meeting Dates
	Local Focus

	October 3                
October 17            

november 11
january 9
	The Meridian Collaborative Inquiry team has completed an inquiry cycle focusing on Earth science: motion in the Earth-Moon-Sun system.  Their second cycle will focus on Earth science: plate tectonics.

	Key Outcomes for Team

	Content Knowledge
	The teachers increased content knowledge of Earth science through construction a learning progression on motion within the Earth-Moon-Sun system.  Teacher knowledge was enhanced through active practice -- doing the science and anticipating possible student responses to the procedures and content.  
	Knowledge Of Standards
	For their study of motion in the Earth-Moon-Sun system, the teachers compared state standards to the learning objectives for McDougal Littell Science lessons in Space Science and made adjustments to the lessons when needed to meet state standards.  The team is now in the process of looking at the state standards for plate tectonics.

	Formative Assessments
	To develop their formative assessments, the team studied the standards and broke the big ideas in science into progressive subskills.  Each subskill became a learning target on a learning progression. Student success criteria were established for each learning target, and formative assessment techniques were established to determine if students met the success criteria.  The collaboratively-planned lesson also incorporated formative assessment techniques into the lesson flow.
	Instructional Best Practices
	The team identified learning targets in the standards, developed authentic tasks to help students meet the targets, developed formative assessments, and established criteria for student success.  They also explored the power of including student to student discourse in a lesson.   After observing their lesson taught by one member of the team, the teachers collaboratively analyzed and adjusted the lesson to increase student learning.

	Participant Reflections/Comments

	Additional learning I have gained: “Vocabulary – I forget that many students may not have the appropriate vocabulary to fully comprehend the material.” ● “I’ve learned that it is vital that I continually look to the EALRs to insure that what I am teaching is what is expected for the students.” ● “Collaborating helps plan lessons effectively and results in high quality lessons.” ● “I have learned how to systematically break down a standard to create learning progressions.” ● “I learned that I need to be sure to include a daily formative assessment that I can use to evaluate what students learned.” ● “I need to allow more constructivist learning as well as include more science journal writing.” ● “Additional learning I have gained is the process of looking at a form of backwards design – planning with the end in mind.” ● “I’ve learned the importance of adding formative assessment as a component of the lesson.” 


