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	NWESD TOSA Project Midyear Summary

	District: monroe
	Participating Faculty

	Building: park place middle school
	Patty Conner                 K-8 Science Coordinator

	Grade Level: 6-8
	Kristi Hilson                   Dean of Students

	Year: 2011-2012
	Sue Selle                        Teacher

	TOSA: Kathy Darrow-joiner
	Theresa Williams         Teacher

	Meeting Dates
	Local Focus

	october 11                      January 10
october 24
November 30
december 2
	The team has completed one and a half cycles.  The content focus of the first cycle was physical science: states of matter.  The content focus of the second cycle is physical science: forms of energy.  The team also has a pedagogical focus on student discourse

	Key Outcomes for Team

	Content Knowledge
	The teachers increased content knowledge of physical science through construction of a learning progression for states of matter.  Teacher knowledge was enhanced through active practice -- doing the science and anticipating possible student responses to the procedures and content.  
	Knowledge Of Standards
	For their study of the states of matter, the teachers compared state standards to the learning objectives for Full Option Science System (FOSS) lessons in Chemical Interactions and made adjustments to the FOSS lessons when needed to meet state standards.  The team is now in the process of looking at the state standards for energy.

	Formative Assessments
	In their learning progressions, the team broke down standards into discrete measurable subskills, and then identified learning targets and success criteria for each subskill.  Together they explored multiple techniques to formatively assess students’ learning of the states of matter.  In addition, the teachers’ collaborative lesson planning incorporated formative assessments. 
	Instructional Best Practices
	For their first cycle lesson, the team focused on student discourse.  During the lesson, each observer kept a tally of student talk on a hierarchy of discourse levels.  During the lesson debriefing, the data on discourse was given the same serious consideration as the results of the students’ formative assessments in science content knowledge.  The teachers plan to continue their study of student discourse.

	Participant Reflections/Comments

	“Focus on the target…this helps eliminate the ‘fluff stuff’ that we often focus on…helps us go through the lesson from the curriculum and be more intentional.” ● “Working with other teachers helps me not only address the needs of struggling students, but to also come up with meaningful extensions for students who get it.” ● “I’m finding ways to eliminate direct instruction in favor of more inquiry-based lessons.” ● “I need to begin including the success criteria in the form of ‘I can …’.  Also, finding some form of formative assessment for each major idea.” ● “After participating in this cycle, some additional learning I have gained is to draw out all the components of a learning progression periodically to ensure that I am including all parts when I lesson plan.” ● “I’ve learned to include less direct instruction and to present inquiry first.” ● “I need to begin including formative assessments for every lesson.”


