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	NWESD TOSA Project Midyear Summary

	District: Snohomish
	Participating Faculty

	Building: seattle hill elementary
	Philippa Farrell, Teaching and Learning

	Grade Level: 6th
	Matt Lawson, Teacher
	Latisha Travis, Teacher

	Year: 2011-2012
	Paula Nelson, Principal
	Joseph Vaule, Teacher

	TOSA: Kathy Darrow-joiner
	Brandy Schroeder, Teacher
	

	Meeting Dates
	Local Focus

	November 15
november 28

	Scientific inquiry: Scientific investigations involve asking and answering questions and comparing the answers with evidence from the real world.
Earth science: Earth materials include solid rocks and soil which can be identified by their physical and chemical properties 



	Key Outcomes for Team

	Content Knowledge
	Seattle Hill’s first cycle this year targets student mastery of scientific inquiry skills taught through the study of Earth science content.  
Last year the team was introduced to   Curriculum Topic Study (CTS), a methodical curricular study process.  They continue to use the CTS process to inform their planning and instruction.
	Knowledge Of Standards
	Construction of the learning progression involved a detailed look at the state standards in scientific inquiry and in Earth science content for the 4-5 grade band, as well as consideration of the standards for the 2-3 and 6-8 grade bands.  The teachers compared the standards to the learning targets for Full Option Science System (FOSS) lessons.  They determined how a single lesson may address multiple standards, or, alternately, how multiple lessons may be required to address a single standard.  

	Formative Assessments
	In their learning progression, the teachers broke down standards into discrete measurable subskills.  The team discussed and wrote learning targets and success criteria for these subskills.  Together they explored multiple techniques to formatively assess their students’ progress across the learning progression.  In addition, they collaboratively-designed a lesson plan with embedded formative assessment. 
	Instructional Best Practices
	While collaboratively planning their learning progression and lesson, the teachers explored a variety of best practices.  The team identified learning targets in the standards, developed authentic tasks to help students meet the targets, researched and developed formative assessments, and established criteria for student success.  

	Participant Reflections/Comments

	“I now have a better understanding of the Rocks and Minerals kit and how it correlates with the state standards.” ● “It is important to identify any misconception that students may have prior to teaching the science lesson.” ●
Requested feedback and sent out forms: January 5th and January 17th.  One teacher responded.


