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	[bookmark: _GoBack]The Third Grade team’s focus was to build a Learning Progression that addressed building a menu of problem solving techniques for students to use.  The team will select one of the progression lessons and identify effective instructional resources (text and others) to meet the expectations of the lesson and progression.

	KEY OUTCOMES FOR TEAM

	CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	The team started with a list of eleven possible problem solving techniques and thoughtfully considered each technique as it relates to content appropriate for third grade students.  The techniques selected included problem evaluation of the question and related operations; draw a picture; look for a pattern; and guess and check.
	KNOWLEDGE OF STANDARDS
	Section six of the Washington Third Grade Math Standards is primarily focused on problem solving.  The team considered all ten parts of this section and decided to focus their learning progression on selecting appropriate strategies and explaining why each is  used.  By establishing these few foundational parts future learning and additional problem solving techniques can then be built upon this foundation.

	FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
	Consideration of how effective formative assessments relate to third grade students was the departure point for this team.  Individual team members brought some of their favorite problem sources and shared examples.  
     
Where appropriate, these formats of formative assessment were then included in the Learning Progression.  Team members were also reminded  of the Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) Cooperative so  these vetted materials could be used first.
	INSTRUCTIONAL BEST PRACTICES
	Instructional best practices are the central focus of the Collaborative Instructional Cycle.  All conversations focus on the most effective methods that cause all students to learn and develop student discourse.  An important part of the specific Lesson Plan is identification of anticipated student misconceptions and how to adjust the lesson to correct students’ understandings and acquire the intended knowledge and skills.
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	PARTICIPANT REFLECTIONS/COMMENTS

	· I became more aware of the problem solving strategies and taught them more explicitly.  
· In the future, I will use more of the terminology of problem solving methods so students can become more aware of them and the meta-cognition of their strategies.
· I can take what I learned last year, and revisited this year, and apply it to any lesson that I instruct and the process is a good one.  
· I have learned more about problem solving strategies that I can teach to my students; many of these are covered in the Math Expressions curriculum, however, I can go about focusing on these more with students.
· Can't think of anything I would cease to include in my lessons.
· I would like to focus more on the strategies, perhaps making a visual record of them for students to refer to as we learn / practice each new one.  
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