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	NWESD TOSA Project Midyear Summary

	District: sultan
	Participating Faculty

	Building: sultan and gold bar elementary schools
	Kathleen Allen, 4th-5th Teacher
	Kim Skaden, 4th-5th Teacher

	Grade Level: 4-5
	Kristy Chism, 4th Teacher
	John Stratman, 4th Teacher

	Year: 2011-2012
	Teresa Keenan, 4th Teacher
	Rachel Stratman,  4th Teacher

	TOSA: Kathy Darrow-joiner
	Linda Madderra, 4th Teacher
	

	Meeting Dates
	Local Focus

	December 19                          

november 7        

november 17 
January 10         
	The Sultan Collaborative Inquiry team completed one inquiry cycle focused on state science standards in scientific inquiry including systematic gathering and recording of relevant data.  They also completed a second learning progression for states of matter.

	Key Outcomes for Team

	Content Knowledge
	The teachers studied scientific inquiry methodology, specifically collecting and recording data. They also increased content knowledge of physical science through construction a learning progression for states of matter.  Teacher knowledge was enhanced through active practice -- doing the science and anticipating possible student responses to the procedures and content.  
	Knowledge Of Standards
	The team a detailed look at the state standards for the 4-5 grade band, and consideration of the standards for the 2-3 and 6-8 grade bands.  The teachers compared the standards to the learning targets for Full Option Science System (FOSS) lessons.  They determined how a single lesson may address multiple standards, or, alternately, how multiple lessons may be required to address a single standard.  

	Formative Assessments
	To develop their learning progressions, the team studied the standards and broke the big ideas in science into progressive subskills.  Each subskill became a learning target on a learning progression. Student success criteria were established for each learning target, and formative assessment techniques were established to determine if students met the success criteria.  The collaboratively-planned lesson also incorporated formative assessment techniques into the lesson flow.
	Instructional Best Practices
	The team identified learning targets in the standards, developed authentic tasks to help students meet the targets, developed formative assessments, and established criteria for student success.  They also explored the power of including student to student discourse in a lesson.   After observing their lesson taught by one member of the team, the teachers collaboratively analyzed and adjusted the lesson to increase student learning.

	Participant Reflections/Comments

	“I love the format of the learning progression, the focus on standards vs. kits…sharing the successes and failures of specific lessons with 4th grade peer teachers in a collaborative effort to improve instruction, and the Marzano draft to support teaching science standards.”  ● “I will use the standards to drive my curriculum.  I will also plan out lessons using a learning progression flow chart to insure that students receive all learnings necessary to reach the BIG IDEA.”  ● “The learning progression chart was a very helpful tool that will help my lesson planning in the future.” ● “I will start using a journal when teaching science.” ● “I will more closely adhere to the science standards and teach the science vocabulary so students will be able to transfer all the necessary learning to future grades, classes, and life.”


