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	Sultan MS is in its second year of working with the TOSA program. To date, the team has completed one cycle representing about 7 hours of collaborative work. We are nearing the end of our second cycle this month and transitioning towards the team continuing their work in the future without direct involvement from NWESD.

	KEY OUTCOMES FOR TEAM

	CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Our first cycle this year focused on ratios, proportions, and fractions. We worked together to design authentic problems for middle school level children that would pique interest and give the classroom teacher ample opportunities to determine what the students know. Our lesson was taught in Shannon Gere’s special education math classroom.
	KNOWLEDGE OF STANDARDS
	Last year we built three learning progressions detailing various strands in the state standards. This year our focus has been less on the content standards and more on student discourse and problem solving, which are captured by the process standards of Washington state’s standards and the upcoming Common Core State Standards. We built a Learning Progression to aid teachers in increasing the amount and level of discourse in their classrooms. 

	FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
	The formative assessment work of our first cycle was centered on using student discourse to gauge student understanding. After our lesson the instructor said she was able to see not only what the students understood about that day’s lesson, but also some of the gaps in their understanding of prerequisite knowledge. This was a great thing for the teachers to see firsthand as well.
	INSTRUCTIONAL BEST PRACTICES
	Our main best-practice focuses this year have been student discourse, questioning techniques, and authentic tasks. Our next lesson will again use student discourse as a formative assessment technique and model effective questions strategies that will draw responses from reluctant students. 

	PARTICIPANT REFLECTIONS/COMMENTS

	“I found it useful to see another teacher teach, observing the students as they do work.” • “I am reminded of the importance of student discourse and the power of peer teaching.” • “I see the importance of breaking up the lesson so it reaches all learners – low, mid, high. I would’ve provided more opportunities for success + enrichment for higher achievers.”
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