
 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

BELLINGHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

May 25, 2017 

1.0  OPENING ITEMS 

1.1  Meeting Date and Location 

May 25, 2017 – 1306 Dupont St., Bellingham, Washington  

1.2   Call to Order/Roll Call  

Board President Douglas Benjamin called the meeting to order at 6:18 p.m. Present: 

Directors Douglas Benjamin, Camille Diaz Hackler, Quenby Peterson, Steven Smith, 

Superintendent Greg Baker, and recorder Ruth Rasmussen. Mr. Benjamin said Ms. 

Bashaw previously notified him that she was unable to attend the meeting.  

1.3 Audience: n/a 

1.4 Superintendent’s Announcements and Report: Summary of Dr. Baker’s comments: 

 2017-18 Budget: The district has requested feedback from parents, staff and 

community members on the proposed draft budget, which will be completed once 

the state legislature finalizes its work.  

 2017-18 Start and End Times: The district is continuing its messaging on this 

topic through a variety of methods, including the Superintendent’s Blog.    

 School Calendar: Development of future school year calendars will get 

underway in 2017-18. A message on this topic, including a request for feedback, 

will go out next week.  

 Facilities Update: Dr. Baker shared a PowerPoint that highlighted facilities 

projects completed in recent years and works that are currently in progress. Jonah 

Stinson, Director of School Safety and Emergency Management, gave an 

overview of safety, security and emergency planning. A recommendation from 

the Facilities Planning Task Force is expected soon. 

 

2.0 CONSENT ITEMS:  Ms. Diaz Hackler made a motion, seconded by Dr. Smith, to 

approve the following consent agenda items. Unanimous affirmative vote. 

2.1 Approval of Minutes of the April 20, 2017 regular meeting and the May 9, 2017 

School Board visit   

2.2 Resolution 12.17 – Update 403(b) Plan Documents 

2.3 Graduation Alliance Scope of Work Agreement (#1617-101) 

2.4 American Red Cross Agreement (#1617-114) 

2.5 Whatcom County Detention Center Education Program Interlocal Cooperative 

Agreement and Addendum (#1718-002) 

2.6 Washington Reading Corps Memorandum of Understanding (#1718-007) 

2.7 Whatcom Community Foundation Grant #7890 – Support for Food Services 

Program 

https://bellinghamschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2017BudgetHighlights.pdf
https://bellinghamschools.org/2017/05/science-adolescent-sleep/
https://bellinghamschools.org/about/committees-advisory-groups/facilities-planning-task-force/
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2.8 Personnel Recommendations 

2.9 Personal Services Contracts 

 

3.0 POLICY GOVERNANCE 

3.1 Ends 1, 2, 3 Monitoring Reports (combined): Dr. Mike Copland, Deputy 

Superintendent, and Brian Rick, Director of Research and Assessment, discussed the 

monitoring report and data set and responded to questions from the board. Highlights of 

comments/questions: 

 The Bellingham Promise is alive and well in the district’s communications 

and practices. One can hear references to it within our schools, within the 

community, and beyond. The Promise website has received 28,000 unique 

page views this year to date.   

 The district’s four- and five-year graduation rates are up significantly over the 

past six years.  

 The restorative justice model has made a positive impact, as evidenced by the 

significant reduction in suspensions in recent years.   

 A major focus for system work going forward will be social emotional 

learning.  

 More work will be done to find ways to measure students’ success once they 

are out of high school. 

 Could future reports capture the impact and extent to which students are 

participating in clubs and other extracurricular activities? 

 Can we determine if a lack of technical skills in the lower grades is presenting 

a barrier to better test results?    

3.2 Review proposed GP Policies/Revisions/Additions: Following discussion, Dr. Smith 

made a motion to accept the proposed revisions and/or consolidation of the following 

policies. Unanimous affirmative vote. (See Attachments A, B, and C for the revised 

policies.) 

 GP-3:  Board Job Description 

 GP-3.1:  The Board President (formerly GP-5) 

 GP-3.2:  Board Committees (formerly GP-6 and GP-6.1) 

 

4.0 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  

4.1 School Board Directors’ Reports:  

 General discussion regarding recent school-related activities.  

 Mr. Benjamin reminded board members of the agreed-upon May 31 deadline for 

completing the WSSDA Online Board Self-Assessment.  

4.2 Discussion of School Board Visits and Linkages: 

 General discussion regarding the May 17, 2017 community linkage meeting with 

the LGTQA+ community.  

 

 5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 Two fundraisers that support the Bellingham Public Schools Foundation are scheduled 

for June 3 and June 4.   

 

https://www.boarddocs.com/wa/bsdwa/Board.nsf/files/AMNN2V58DEA3/$file/EndsReport%201%202%203.2017.final2.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/wa/bsdwa/Board.nsf/files/AMHLSR567444/$file/Ends%201%202%203%20Appendix%20A%20Data%20Set%205-18-17.pdf
https://promise.bellinghamschools.org/
http://www.wssda.org/LeadershipDevelopment/OnlineBoardSelf-Assessment.aspx
https://bellinghamschools.org/news/two-ways-support-foundation-schools-weekend/
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6.0 CLOSING ITEMS 

6.1 Board Assessment of Meeting:  Ms. Diaz Hackler assessed the meeting with an overall 

rating of 5 (commendable) 

6.2 Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
Douglas Benjamin, School Board President 

  

Attest: 

 

       
Greg Baker, Secretary to the Board 

 

 

 

Minutes approved: June 8, 2017 

 

 
















