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Constitutional Convention 

Cindy Mapston 

5
th

 Grade 

National Standard 

Era 3:  Revolution and the New Nation / Standard 1  
Standard 1:  The causes of the American Revolution, the ideas and interests involved in forging the revolutionary 

movement, and the reasons for the American victory. 

 

SCENARIO/TEACHER NOTES 

 

Select teams.   As a class discuss who all attended the convention.  Then each team will need to 

select who they will be while attending the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.  As the 

teacher you will need to make sure that you have an equal amount of teams representing both 

sides. 

 

Another option would be to split the class and hold a mock debate or assembly and have each 

student present their proposal.  Teachers may want to select administration, fellow staff, or 

community members to act as a panel posing as one of the more elite forefathers of the 

convention.  Have prepared questions for the adults to ask students in order to get the debate 

started if needed and to use for an oral assessment of the historical content achieved. 
 

TASK 

 

You have been selected to attend the May 1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania to come up with a plan to strengthen the shaky national government.  What a great 

honor this is, as there are only 55 men who have been asked to attend.  You must prepare a plan 

proposing your colony’s views and present it to the assembly.  Be advised that this will not be a 

public meeting and your directness and honesty are requested. 

 

• Students are to prepare a written speech proposal to express their colony’s opinions on 

how the government should be set up.  Should they just tweak the Articles of 

Confederation or begin from scratch? 

 

Extension: 

• Write an editorial of the Constitutional Convention as if you were a news reporter that 

was present.   
 

RESOURCES 

 

Books 

Aylesworth, Thomas and Virginia.  Let’s Discover the State Series.  New York:  Chelsea House 

Publishers, 1990. 
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Benton, William.  The Annals of America. Chicago, IL:  Encyclopedia Britannica, 1968. 
 

Borreson, Mary Jo. Let’s Go To the First Independence Day.  New York:  Putnam, 1962. 
 

Burgan, Michael.  We the People:  The Declaration of Independence.  Minneapolis, MN:  

Compass Point Books, 2001. 
 

Carter, Alden R.  The American Revolution:  War for Independence.  New York:  Scholastic,  

1993. 
 

Carter, Alden R.  The Colonial Wars:  Clashes in the Wilderness.  Danbury, CT:  Franklin Watts, 

1992. 
 

Curtin, Andrew.  Gallery of Great Americans.  New York:  Franklin Watts, 1966. 
 

Egger-Bovet, Howard and  Smith-Baranzini, Marlene.  US Kids History:  Book of the American 

Revolution (Brown Paper School Book).  Boston, MA:  Little, Brown, & Co., 1994. 
 

Giblin, James Cross.  Fireworks, Picnics, and Flags.  New York:  Clarion Books, 1983. 
 

Gragg, Rod.  The Declaration of Independence:  The Story Behind America’s Founding 

Document and the Men Who Created It.  Nashville, TN:  Rutledge Hill Press, 2005. 
 

Hakim, Joy.  The History of Us (series).  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 

Johnston, Robert D.  The Making of America.  Des Moines, IA:  National Geographic, 2002. 
 

Washburne, Carol Kott, A Multicultural Portrait of Colonial Life. New York: Marshall 

Cavendish Corporation, 1994. 
 

Laycock, George and Ellen.  How the Settlers Lived.  New York:  D. McKay & Co., 1980.   
 

Madison, Arnold.  How the Colonists Lived.  New York:  D. McKay & Co., 1981.  
 

McGuire, Edna.  They Made America Great.  New York:  MacMillan, 1971. 
 

Morris, Richard.  The First Book of the Constitution.  Danbury, CT:  Franklin Watts, 1958. 
 

Murray, Stuart.  Eye Witness Books:  American Revolution.  New York:  DK Publishing, 2005. 
 

Nobleman, Marc Tyler.  Burgan, Michael.  We the People:  The Thirteen Colonies.  Minneapolis, 

MN:  Compass Point Books, 2002. 
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Internet 
 

     13 Colonies 
 

“American History.”  About.Com (a part of the New York Times Co.).  1996-2010.  New York.  

27 January 2010 <http://americanhistory.about.com/library/charts/blcolonial13.htm>. 
 

Brady, Timothy.  “Daily Life in the Colonies.”  2004.  Twin Cities Public Television (PBS).  

1995-2010.  St. Paul, MN.  31 January 2010 <http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/ 

perspectives_daily.html>. 
 

Col, Jeananda.  “13 Colonies Map/Quiz Printout.”  2001-2009.  Enchanted Learning.  2001-

2010.  Mercer Island, WA.  31 January 2010 <http://www.enchantedlearning.com/ 

usa/statesbw/13colonies/13colonies.shtml>. 
 

“Colonial America.”  About.Com (a part of the New York Times Co.).  1996-2010.  New York.  

31 January 2010 <http://americanhistory.about.com/od/colonialamerica/Colonial_ 

America.htm>. 
 

“The Middle Colonies.”  2010.  Mountain City School District (Mountain City Elementary).  

2010.  Mountain City, TN.  31 January 2010 <http://www.mce.k12tn.net/colonial 

_america/middle_chart.htm>. 
 

Nussbaum, Greg.  “13 Colonies.”  Mr. Nussbaum. Com.  2004-2010.  27 January 2010  

<http://www.mrnussbaum.com/13.htm>. 
 

“Original Thirteen Colonies Online Resources.”  16 Oct. 2009.  Webster Center Schools.  2010.  

Webster, NY.  27 January 2010 <http://www.websterschools.org/classrooms/ 

state_library/colonies.html>. 
 

“The Pilgrims.”  2010.  Mountain City School District (Mountain City Elementary).  2010.  

Mountain City, TN.  31 January 2010 <http://www.mce.k12tn.net/colonial_america/ 

pilgrims.htm>. 
 

“The Puritans.”  2010.  Mountain City School District (Mountain City Elementary).  2010.  

Mountain City, TN.  31 January 2010 <http://www.mce.k12tn.net/colonial_america/ 

puritans.htm>. 
 

Ricchiuti, Linda M.  “Life on Plymouth Plantation.”  14 Nov. 2006.  Schools of California 

Online Resources for Education.  1996-2006.  San Bernardino, CA.  31 January 2010  

<http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/plymouth/>. 
 

“The Southern Colonies.”  2010.  Mountain City School District (Mountain City Elementary).  

2010.  Mountain City, TN.  31 January 2010 <http://www.mce.k12tn.net/colonial 

_america/southern_colonies.htm>. 
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Tewhey, Deborah.  “The Thirteen Original Colonies.”  2001.  Scarborough School District 

(Wentworth Intermediate School).  2010.  Scarborough, Maine.  31 January 2010 

<http://www.scarborough.k12.me.us/wis/teachers/dtewhey/webquest/colonial/13_origi

nal_colonies.htm>.       
 

“13 Originals:  Founding the American Colonies.”  2006.  The TimePage.Org.  2009.  Seattle, 

WA.  27 January 2010 <http://www.timepage.org/spl/13colony.html>. 
  
“The Thirteen Colonies.”  2010.  Roanoke County Public Schools (Cave Spring Middle School).  

1997-2010.  Roanoke, VA.  27 January 2010 <http://www.rcs.k12.va.us/csjh/colonies. 

htm>. 
 

White, David.  “The 13 Colonies.”  Social Studies for Kids. Com.  2002-2010. Seaside, OR.  27 

January 2010  <http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/graphics/13mapnew.htm>. 
 

White, David.  “The 13 American Colonies.”  Social Studies for Kids. Com.  2002-2010. 

Seaside, OR.  27 January 2010  <http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/ articles/ushistory/ 

13colonies1.htm>. 
 

     Declaration of Independence 
 

“Declaration of Independence.”  The National Archives.  2010.  College Park, MD.  31 January 

2010 <http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html>. 
 

“Declaration of Independence.”  7 Jan. 2010.  The Library of Congress.  2010.  Washington, DC.  

31 January 2010 <http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/DeclarInd.html>. 
 

“The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies.”  2009.  Indiana University (School 

of Law.  2009-2010.  Bloomington, IN.  31 January 2010 <http://www.law.indiana.edu/ 

uslawdocs/declaration.html>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “The Declaration of Independence.”  1999 – 2010.  USHistory.ORG. 1998-

2010.  Philadelphia, PA.  31 January 2010  <http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “The Declaration of Independence ‘Document’.”  1999 – 2010.  

USHistory.ORG. 1998-2010.  Philadelphia, PA.  31 January 2010  

<http://www.ushistory.org/ declaration/document/>. 
 

Patriots 1997.  “Declaration of Independence.”  1997.  Oracle ThinkQuest Education Foundation.  

1996-2009.  Redwood Shores, CA.  31 January 2010 <http://library.thinkquest.org/ 

11683/declare.html>.  
 

“United States Declaration of Independence.”  28 Jan. 2010.  Wikipedia.Org.  2003.  San 

Francisco, CA.  31 January 2010  <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_ 

Declaration_of_Independence>. 
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     Colonial Occupations 
 

“Colonial Occupations.”  2010.  RootsWeb (Ancestry.Com).  1998-2010.  Provo, Utah.  1 

February 2010 <http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sam/occupation.html>. 
 

“Colonial Occupations.”  Oracle ThinkQuest Education Foundation.  1996-2009.  Redwood 

Shores, CA.  1 February 2010  <http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0215447/ 

occupationpage.htm>.  
 

“Colonial Occupations.”  2002.  Oracle ThinkQuest Education Foundation.  1996-2009.  

Redwood Shores, CA.  1 February 2010  <http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0215447/>. 
 

“Colonial Occupations:  A Day in the Life of. . . .”  2003.  West Hartford Public Schools 

(Webster Hill Elementary Library).  2007-2010.  West Hartford, CT.  1 February 2010 

<http://www.whps.org/school/websterhill/library/colonial%20jobs/colonial_ 

occupations. htm>. 
 

“Colonial Williamsburg Trades.”  Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.  2010.  Williamsburg, VA.  

1 February 2010 <http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/tradehdr.cfm>. 
 

Crane, Tina K.  “Colonial Occupations.”  Deer Valley United School District (Legend Springs 

Elementary).  2010.  Glendale, AZ.  1 February 2010 <https://legendsprings.dvusd.org/ 

colonial_occupations.htm>. 
 

Elson, Henry William.  “Occupations and Customs” from History of the United States of 

America.  New York:  MacMillan Company, 1904.  201-206.  Interesting.Com.  2001-2009.  

1 February 2010 <http://www.usahistory.info/colonial/customs.html>.  
 

“The Middle Colonies.”  2010.  Mountain City School District (Mountain City Elementary).  

2010.  Mountain City, TN.  1 February 2010 <http://www.mce.k12tn.net/colonial 

_america/middle_chart.htm>. 
  
     Webquest 
 

Brown, E.  “Declaration Quest – The Declaration of Independence:  A WebQuest for 5
th

 Grade.”  

19 Sept. 2002.  Angelfire.Com.  2 February 2010 <http://www.angelfire.com/emo/eks/ 

declarationquest.html>. 
 

Clark, Chris, Watson, Chris, Carlile, Kay, and Hoslett, Ashleigh.  “The Declaration of 

Independence and Political Activism.”  California State University, Sacramento.  2010.  

Sacramento, CA.  2 February 2010 <http://imet.csus.edu/imet2/clarkc/webquest/ 

index.html>. 
 

“Independence:  The Declaration of Independence, Part I.”  The Dirksen Congressional Center:  

Congress For Kids.  2006-2020.  Pekin, IL.  2 February <http://www.congressforkids.net/ 

games/declofindep_1/2_declofindep.htm>. 
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Kolsky, Lance.  “Who Are The Founding Fathers:  An Internet Webquest on Who Are The 

Founding Fathers?”  29 Feb. 2004.  AT&T Knowledge Network Explorer.  1995-2010.  

Dallas, TX.  2 February 2010 <http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/ 

webfoundingla.html>. 
 

Linsky, Michele A. “Framers of the Declaration of Independence:  A Webquest for Sixth Grade 

American History.”  Great Meadows Regional School District.  2010.  Great Meadows, NJ.  

2 February 2010 <http://www.gmrsd.com/middle/Grade7/webquest-framers.htm>. 
 

“13 Colonies Webquest.”  2002.  Tredyffrin/Easttown School District.  2006-2010.  Wayne, PA.  

2 February 2010 <http://www.tesd.k12.pa.us/vfms/shaughnessy/intro.htm>. 
 

“Virginia Studies:  Ready Resources for the Classroom.”  Prince William County Public Schools. 

11 Aug. 2008.  Manassas, VA.  2 February 2010 <http://vastudies.pwnet.org/vs5/vs5_a. 

htm>. 
 

ASSESSMENT 

.                                                                                                                                                                        

• Written tests or quizzes can be given for both scenarios. 

• Rubrics can be used to score students’ PowerPoints, brochures, or other projects that you 

have had the students use to demonstrate what they had learned from the PBL activity. 

• Rubrics that can be used to score these projects are as follows on following pages: 
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Oral Presentation Rubric For Constitutional Convention Assembly Debate 

CATEGORY  4 3 2 1 

Comprehension 

of Content 

Material 

Shows a full 

understanding of 

the topic. 

Shows a good 

understanding of 

the topic. 

Shows a good 

understanding of 

parts of the topic. 

Does not seem to 

understand the 

topic very well. 

Preparedness Student is 

completely 

prepared and has 

obviously 

rehearsed. 

Student seems 

pretty prepared 

but might have 

needed a couple 

more rehearsals. 

The student is 

somewhat 

prepared, but it is 

clear that 

rehearsal was 

lacking. 

Student does not 

seem at all 

prepared to 

present. 

Comprehension Student is able to 

accurately answer 

almost all 

questions posed 

by classmates 

about the topic. 

Student is able to 

accurately answer 

most questions 

posed by 

classmates about 

the topic. 

Student is able to 

accurately answer 

a few questions 

posed by 

classmates about 

the topic. 

Student is unable 

to accurately 

answer questions 

posed by 

classmates about 

the topic. 

Speaks Clearly Speaks clearly 

and distinctly all 

(100-95%) the 

time, and 

mispronounces no 

words. 

Speaks clearly 

and distinctly all 

(100-95%) the 

time, but 

mispronounces 

one word. 

Speaks clearly 

and distinctly 

most ( 94-85%) of 

the time. 

Mispronounces 

no more than one 

word. 

Often mumbles or 

can not be 

understood OR 

mispronounces 

more than one 

word. 

Stays on Topic Stays on topic all 

(100%) of the 

time. 

Stays on topic 

most (99-90%) of 

the time. 

Stays on topic 

some (89%-75%) 

of the time. 

It was hard to tell 

what the topic 

was. 

Time-Limit Presentation is 5-

6 minutes long. 

Presentation is 4 

minutes long. 

Presentation is 3 

minutes long. 

Presentation is 

less than 3 

minutes OR more 

than 6 minutes. 
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Vocabulary Uses vocabulary 

appropriate for 

the audience. 

Extends audience 

vocabulary by 

defining words 

that might be new 

to most of the 

audience. 

Uses vocabulary 

appropriate for 

the audience. 

Includes 1-2 

words that might 

be new to most of 

the audience, but 

does not define 

them. 

Uses vocabulary 

appropriate for 

the audience. 

Does not include 

any vocabulary 

that might be new 

to the audience. 

Uses several (5 or 

more) words or 

phrases that are 

not understood by 

the audience. 

Volume Volume is loud 

enough to be 

heard by all 

audience 

members 

throughout the 

presentation. 

Volume is loud 

enough to be 

heard by all 

audience 

members at least 

90% of the time. 

Volume is loud 

enough to be 

heard by all 

audience 

members at least 

80% of the time. 

Volume often too 

soft to be heard 

by all audience 

members. 
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Newspaper Article for Colonial Job Location 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Layout - 

Headlines & 

Captions 

All articles have 

headlines that 

capture the 

reader's attention 

and accurately 

describe the 

content. All 

articles have a 

byline. All 

graphics have 

captions that 

adequately 

describe the 

people and action 

in the graphic. 

All articles have 

headlines that 

accurately 

describe the 

content. All 

articles have a 

byline. All 

graphics have 

captions. 

Most articles 

have headlines 

that accurately 

describe the 

content. All 

articles have a 

byline. Most 

graphics have 

captions. 

Articles are 

missing bylines 

OR many articles 

do not have 

adequate 

headlines OR 

many graphics do 

not have 

captions. 

Layout - 

Columns 

Columns are 

neatly typed in 

the "justified" 

type style. There 

are adequate and 

consistent 

"gutters" between 

all columns and 

articles. A glance 

at the newspaper 

makes you think 

"professional." 

Columns are 

neatly typed. 

There are 

adequate and 

consistent 

"gutters" between 

all columns and 

articles. A glance 

at the newspaper 

makes you think 

" fairly 

professional." 

Columns are 

typed. There are 

adequate 

"gutters" between 

most columns 

and articles. It is 

easy to read, but 

looks somewhat 

nonprofessional. 

Columns are not 

neatly typed 

and/or "gutters" 

are not adequate, 

so newspaper is 

somewhat 

difficult to read. 

Contributions of 

Group 

Members 

Each person in 

the group has 

contributed at 

least two articles 

and one graphic 

without 

prompting from 

teachers or peers. 

Each person in 

the group has 

contributed at 

least one article 

and one graphic 

with a few 

reminders from 

peers. 

Each person in 

the group has 

contributed at 

least one article 

with some 

minimal 

assistance from 

peers. 

One or more 

students in the 

group required 

quite a lot of 

assistance from 

peers before 

contributing one 

article. 
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Knowledge 

Gained 

All students in 

the group can 

accurately 

answer all 

questions related 

to a) stories in 

the newspaper 

and b) technical 

processes used to 

create the 

newspaper. 

All students in 

the group can 

accurately 

answer most 

questions related 

to a) stories in 

the newspaper 

and b) technical 

processes used to 

create the 

newspaper. 

Most students in 

the group can 

accurately 

answer most 

questions related 

to a) stories in 

the newspaper 

and b) technical 

processes used to 

create the 

newspaper. 

Several students 

in the group 

appear to have 

little knowledge 

about the facts 

and the technical 

processes used 

for the 

newspaper. 

Spelling and 

Proofreading 

No spelling or 

grammar errors 

remain after one 

or more people 

(in addition to 

the typist) read 

and correct the 

newspaper. 

No more than a 

couple of 

spelling or 

grammar errors 

remain after one 

or more people 

(in addition to 

the typist) read 

and correct the 

newspaper. 

No more than 3 

spelling or 

grammar errors 

remain after one 

or more people 

(in addition to 

the typist) read 

and correct the 

newspaper. 

Several spelling 

or grammar 

errors remain in 

the final copy of 

the newspaper. 

Articles - 

Purpose 

90-100% of the 

articles establish 

a clear purpose in 

the lead 

paragraph and 

demonstrate a 

clear 

understanding of 

the topic. 

85-89% of the 

articles establish 

a clear purpose in 

the lead 

paragraph and 

demonstrate a 

clear 

understanding of 

the topic. 

75-84% of the 

articles establish 

a clear purpose in 

the lead 

paragraph and 

demonstrate a 

clear 

understanding of 

the topic. 

Less than 75% of 

the articles 

establish a clear 

purpose in the 

lead paragraph 

and demonstrate 

a clear 

understanding of 

the topic. 

Articles - 

Supporting 

Details 

The details in the 

articles are clear, 

effective, and 

vivid 80-100% of 

the time. 

The details in the 

articles are clear 

and pertinent 90-

100% of the 

time. 

The details in the 

articles are clear 

and pertinent 75-

89% of the time. 

The details in 

more than 25% 

of the articles are 

neither clear nor 

pertinent. 

Graphics Graphics are in 

focus, are well-

cropped and are 

clearly related to 

the articles they 

accompany. 

Graphics are in 

focus and are 

clearly related to 

the articles they 

accompany. 

80-100% of the 

graphics are 

clearly related to 

the articles they 

accompany. 

More than 20% 

of the graphics 

are not clearly 

related to the 

articles OR no 

graphics were 

used. 
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Articles - 

Interest 

The articles 

contain facts, 

figures, and/or 

word choices that 

make the articles 

exceptionally 

interesting to 

readers. 

The articles 

contain facts, 

figures, and/or 

word choices that 

make the articles 

interesting to 

readers. 

The article 

contains some 

facts or figures 

but is marginally 

interesting to 

read. 

The article does 

not contain facts 

or figures that 

might make it 

interesting to 

read. 

Use of Primary 

Sources 

Reading of 

primary source 

material was 

thorough. 

Reading of 

primary source 

material was 

fairly thorough. 

Reading of 

primary source 

material was 

incomplete. 

Reading of 

primary source 

material was not 

done. 
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HyperStudio/PowerPoint Appearance and Content : Colonial American 

Occupations and Location 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Background Background does 

not detract from 

text or other 

graphics. Choice 

of background is 

consistent from 

card to card and is 

appropriate for the 

topic. 

Background does 

not detract from 

text or other 

graphics. Choice 

of background is 

consistent from 

card to card. 

Background does 

not detract from 

text or other 

graphics. 

Background makes 

it difficult to see 

text or competes 

with other graphics 

on the page. 

Graphics Sources Graphics are hand-

drawn. The 

illustrator(s) are 

given credit 

somewhere in the 

presentation. 

A combination of 

hand-drawn and 

HyperStudio 

graphics are used. 

Sources are 

documented in the 

presentation for all 

images. 

Some graphics are 

from sources that 

clearly state that 

non-commercial 

use is allowed 

without written 

permission. 

Sources are 

documented in the 

presentation for all 

"borrowed" 

images. 

Some graphics are 

borrowed from 

sites that do not 

have copyright 

statements or do 

not state that non-

commercial use is 

allowed, OR 

sources are not 

documented for all 

images. 

Originality Presentation shows 

considerable 

originality and 

inventiveness. The 

content and ideas 

are presented in a 

unique and 

interesting way. 

Presentation shows 

some originality 

and inventiveness. 

The content and 

ideas are presented 

in an interesting 

way. 

Presentation shows 

an attempt at 

originality and 

inventiveness on 

1-2 cards. 

Presentation is a 

rehash of other 

people's ideas 

and/or graphics 

and shows very 

little attempt at 

original thought. 

Text - Font 

Choice & 

Formatting 

Font formats (e.g., 

color, bold, italic) 

have been 

carefully planned 

to enhance 

readability and 

content. 

Font formats have 

been carefully 

planned to enhance 

readability. 

Font formatting 

has been carefully 

planned to 

complement the 

content. It may be 

a little hard to 

read. 

Font formatting 

makes it very 

difficult to read the 

material. 

Content - 

Accuracy 

All content 

throughout the 

presentation is 

accurate. There are 

no factual errors. 

Most of the 

content is accurate 

but there is one 

piece of 

information that 

might be 

inaccurate. 

The content is 

generally accurate, 

but one piece of 

information is 

clearly flawed or 

inaccurate. 

Content is 

typically confusing 

or contains more 

than one factual 

error. 
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Spelling and 

Grammar 

Presentation has 

no misspellings or 

grammatical 

errors. 

Presentation has 1-

2 misspellings, but 

no grammatical 

errors. 

Presentation has 1-

2 grammatical 

errors but no 

misspellings. 

Presentation has 

more than 2 

grammatical 

and/or spelling 

errors. 

Sequencing of 

Information 

Information is 

organized in a 

clear, logical way. 

It is easy to 

anticipate the type 

of material that 

might be on the 

next card. 

Most information 

is organized in a 

clear, logical way. 

One card or item 

of information 

seems out of place. 

Some information 

is logically 

sequenced. An 

occasional card or 

item of 

information seems 

out of place. 

There is no clear 

plan for the 

organization of 

information. 

Use of Graphics All graphics are 

attractive (size and 

colors) and support 

the theme/content 

of the presentation. 

A few graphics are 

not attractive but 

all support the 

theme/content of 

the presentation. 

All graphics are 

attractive but a few 

do not seem to 

support the 

theme/content of 

the presentation. 

Several graphics 

are unattractive 

AND detract from 

the content of the 

presentation. 

Cooperation Group delegates 

tasks and shares 

responsibility 

effectively all of 

the time. 

Group delegates 

tasks and shares 

responsibility 

effectively most of 

the time. 

Group delegates 

tasks and shares 

responsibility 

effectively some of 

the time. 

Group often is not 

effective in 

delegating tasks 

and/or sharing 

responsibility. 

Effectiveness Project includes all 

material needed to 

gain a comfortable 

understanding of 

the topic. It is a 

highly effective 

study guide. 

Project includes 

most material 

needed to gain a 

comfortable 

understanding of 

the material but is 

lacking one or two 

key elements. It is 

an adequate study 

guide. 

Project is missing 

more than two key 

elements. It would 

make an 

incomplete study 

guide. 

Project is lacking 

several key 

elements and has 

inaccuracies that 

make it a poor 

study guide. 
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Brochures 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Writing - 

Organization 

Each section in 

the brochure has 

a clear 

beginning, 

middle, and end. 

Almost all 

sections of the 

brochure have a 

clear beginning, 

middle and end. 

Most sections of 

the brochure 

have a clear 

beginning, 

middle and end. 

Less than half of 

the sections of 

the brochure 

have a clear 

beginning, 

middle and end. 

Writing - 

Grammar 

There are no 

grammatical 

mistakes in the 

brochure. 

There are no 

grammatical 

mistakes in the 

brochure after 

feedback from an 

adult. 

There are 1-2 

grammatical 

mistakes in the 

brochure even 

after feedback 

from an adult. 

There are several 

grammatical 

mistakes in the 

brochure even 

after feedback 

from an adult. 

Spelling & 

Proofreading 

No spelling 

errors remain 

after one person 

other than the 

typist reads and 

corrects the 

brochure. 

No more than 1 

spelling error 

remains after one 

person other than 

the typist reads 

and corrects the 

brochure. 

No more than 3 

spelling errors 

remain after one 

person other than 

the typist reads 

and corrects the 

brochure. 

Several spelling 

errors in the 

brochure. 

Writing - 

Vocabulary 

The authors 

correctly use 

several new 

words and define 

words unfamiliar 

to the reader. 

The authors 

correctly use a 

few new words 

and define words 

unfamiliar to the 

reader. 

The authors try 

to use some new 

vocabulary, but 

may use 1-2 

words 

incorrectly. 

The authors do 

not incorporate 

new vocabulary. 

Writing - 

Mechanics 

Capitalization 

and punctuation 

are correct 

throughout the 

brochure. 

Capitalization 

and punctuation 

are correct 

throughout the 

brochure after 

feedback from an 

adult. 

There are 1-2 

capitalization 

and/or 

punctuation 

errors in the 

brochure even 

after feedback 

from an adult. 

There are several 

capitalization or 

punctuation 

errors in the 

brochure even 

after feedback 

from an adult. 

Content - 

Accuracy 

All facts in the 

brochure are 

accurate. 

99-90% of the 

facts in the 

brochure are 

accurate. 

89-80% of the 

facts in the 

brochure are 

accurate. 

Fewer than 80% 

of the facts in the 

brochure are 

accurate. 
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Attractiveness 

& 

Organization 

The brochure has 

exceptionally 

attractive 

formatting and 

well-organized 

information. 

The brochure has 

attractive 

formatting and 

well-organized 

information. 

The brochure has 

well-organized 

information. 

The brochure's 

formatting and 

organization of 

material are 

confusing to the 

reader. 

Sources Careful and 

accurate records 

are kept to 

document the 

source of 95-

100% of the facts 

and graphics in 

the brochure. 

Careful and 

accurate records 

are kept to 

document the 

source of 94-85% 

of the facts and 

graphics in the 

brochure. 

Careful and 

accurate records 

are kept to 

document the 

source of 84-75% 

of the facts and 

graphics in the 

brochure. 

Sources are not 

documented 

accurately or are 

not kept on many 

facts and 

graphics. 

Knowledge 

Gained 

All students in 

the group can 

accurately 

answer all 

questions related 

to facts in the 

brochure and to 

technical 

processes used to 

create the 

brochure. 

All students in 

the group can 

accurately 

answer most 

questions related 

to facts in the 

brochure and to 

technical 

processes used to 

create the 

brochure. 

Most students in 

the group can 

accurately 

answer most 

questions related 

to facts in the 

brochure and to 

technical 

processes used to 

create the 

brochure. 

Several students 

in the group 

appear to have 

little knowledge 

about the facts or 

technical 

processes used in 

the brochure. 

Graphics/ 

Pictures 

Graphics go well 

with the text and 

there is a good 

mix of text and 

graphics. 

Graphics go well 

with the text, but 

there are so many 

that they distract 

from the text. 

Graphics go well 

with the text, but 

there are too few 

and the brochure 

seems "text-

heavy". 

Graphics do not 

go with the 

accompanying 

text or appear to 

be randomly 

chosen. 
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Role Play for Constitutional Convention 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Historical 

Accuracy 

All historical 

information 

appeared to be 

accurate and in 

chronological 

order. 

Almost all 

historical 

information 

appeared to be 

accurate and in 

chronological 

order. 

Most of the 

historical 

information was 

accurate and in 

chronological 

order. 

Very little of the 

historical 

information was 

accurate and/or in 

chronological 

order. 

Role Point-of-view, 

arguments, and 

solutions 

proposed were 

consistently in 

character. 

Point-of-view, 

arguments, and 

solutions 

proposed were 

often in 

character. 

Point-of-view, 

arguments, and 

solutions 

proposed were 

sometimes in 

character. 

Point-of-view, 

arguments, and 

solutions proposed 

were rarely in 

character. 

Knowledge 

Gained 

Can clearly 

explain several 

ways in which 

his character 

"saw" things 

differently than 

other characters 

and can clearly 

explain why. 

Can clearly 

explain several 

ways in which 

his character 

"saw" things 

differently than 

other characters. 

Can clearly 

explain one way 

in which his 

character "saw" 

things differently 

than other 

characters. 

Cannot explain 

one way in which 

his character 

"saw" things 

differently than 

other characters. 

Required 

Elements 

Student included 

more information 

than was 

required. 

Student included 

all information 

that was 

required. 

Student included 

most information 

that was 

required. 

Student included 

less information 

than was required. 

Props/Costume Student uses 

several props 

(could include 

costume) that 

accurately fit the 

period, show 

considerable 

work/creativity 

and make the 

presentation 

better. 

Student uses 1-2 

props that 

accurately fit the 

period, and make 

the presentation 

better. 

Student uses 1-2 

props which 

make the 

presentation 

better. 

The student uses 

no props OR the 

props chosen 

detract from the 

presentation. 
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