Washington Science Assessment Handbook

Introduction

The purpose of this project is to design a comprehensive assessment system for science standards that will: 1) focus instruction across a school and/or a district on specific areas of knowledge and skill referred to as “measurement topics” and 2) provide a vehicle for teachers and/or other school staff to keep track of the progress of individual students on each measurement topic using teacher-designed formal and informal assessments. To these ends, the Washington State ESD Regional Science Coordinators identified a set of science measurement topics for each grade band based on the Washington state science standards.  These topics are listed in the chart below.

	Science Measurement Topics
	K-1
	2-3
	4-5
	6-8
	9-12


Big Idea: Systems
	Parts and Wholes
	+
	
	
	
	

	Taking Objects Apart
	+
	
	
	
	

	Systems
	
	+
	+
	
	

	Interdependence of Parts
	
	+
	
	
	

	Functions of  Wholes and Parts
	
	+
	
	
	

	Connection of Parts
	
	+
	
	
	

	Similar Parts
	
	+
	
	
	

	Subsystems
	
	
	+
	
	

	Inputs/Outputs
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Damaged Systems
	
	
	+
	
	

	Subsystems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Boundaries
	
	
	
	+
	

	Open and Closed Systems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Matter and Energy in Systems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Complex Systems
	
	
	
	+
	+

	Feedback in Systems
	
	
	
	
	+

	Systems Thinking
	
	
	
	
	+

	Equilibrium in Systems
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Inquiry
	Question and Investigate
	+
	
	
	
	

	Question
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Investigate
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Infer
	
	+
	
	
	

	Model
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Explain and Infer
	+
	
	
	
	

	Explain
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Communicate Intellectual Honesty
	
	+
	
	
	

	Communicate
	+
	
	+
	
	+

	Communicate Clearly
	
	
	
	+
	+

	Intellectual Honesty
	+
	
	+
	+
	+

	Consider Ethics
	
	
	
	+
	


Big Idea: Application
	Common Tools
	+
	
	
	
	

	Choose Materials
	+
	
	
	
	

	Solutions
	+
	
	
	
	

	Problem Solving
	+
	+
	
	+
	

	Finding Solutions
	
	+
	
	
	

	Different Solutions to Similar Problems
	
	+
	+
	
	

	Using Tools
	
	+
	
	
	

	Selecting Tools 
	
	+
	
	
	

	Using Technology
	
	
	+
	
	

	Technological Design
	
	
	+
	
	+

	Team Work
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Testing Solutions
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Communicating Solutions
	
	
	+
	
	

	Science and Technology
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Careers
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Technology
	
	
	
	+
	

	Benefits of Science and Technology
	
	
	
	+
	

	Cultural Contribution
	
	
	
	+
	

	Science Effects Society
	
	
	
	
	+

	Choosing Solutions
	
	
	
	
	+

	Mathematical Solutions
	
	
	
	
	+

	Societal Trade-Offs
	
	
	
	
	+

	Science and Society
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Earth in Space
	Objects in the Sky
	+
	
	
	
	

	Sun in the Sky
	+
	
	
	
	

	Moon
	+
	
	
	
	

	Shadows
	
	+
	
	
	

	Earth’s Shape and Gravity
	
	
	+
	
	

	Earth’s Rotation
	
	
	+
	
	

	Earth’s Revolution
	
	
	+
	
	

	The Sun as a Star
	
	
	+
	
	

	Moon Phases and Eclipses
	
	
	
	+
	

	Objects in the Solar System
	
	
	
	+
	

	Gravity in the Solar System
	
	
	
	+
	

	Solar System in the Universe
	
	
	
	+
	

	Formation of Elements in Stars
	
	
	
	
	+

	The Big Bang Theory
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Earth Systems, Structures and Processes
	Natural and Human-made
	+
	
	
	
	

	Properties of Earth Materials
	+
	
	
	
	

	Composition of Earth Materials
	+
	
	
	
	

	Water on the Land
	
	+
	
	
	

	Three Forms of Water
	
	+
	
	
	

	Weather Changes
	
	+
	
	
	

	Properties and Uses of Earth Materials
	
	
	+
	
	

	Weathering of Rock
	
	
	+
	
	

	Erosion
	
	
	+
	
	

	Formation of Soils
	
	
	+
	
	

	Properties of Soils
	
	
	+
	
	

	Soil Erosion
	
	
	+
	
	

	Earth’s Atmosphere
	
	
	
	+
	

	The Sun’s Influence on Wind, Waves and Water
	
	
	
	+
	

	Water Cycle
	
	
	
	+
	

	Water as a Solvent
	
	
	
	+
	

	Layers of the Earth
	
	
	
	+
	

	Plate Tectonics
	
	
	
	+
	

	Origins of Landforms
	
	
	
	+
	

	Rock Cycle
	
	
	
	+
	

	Global Climate
	
	
	
	
	+

	Factors that Influence Climate
	
	
	
	
	+

	Biogeochemical Cycles
	
	
	
	
	+

	Renewable and Non-renewable Resources
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Earth History
	Formation of Fossils
	
	
	+
	
	

	Fossil Evidence
	
	
	+
	
	

	Uniformitarianism
	
	
	
	+
	

	Age of Landforms
	
	
	
	+
	

	Superposition
	
	
	
	+
	

	Catastrophic Events
	
	
	
	+
	

	Life Shapes the Earth
	
	
	
	+
	

	Evolution of the Earth System
	
	
	
	
	+

	Geological Time
	
	
	
	
	+

	Evolution of the Atmosphere
	
	
	
	
	+

	Historical Climate
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Structures and Functions of Living Organisms
	Human Body External Parts
	+
	
	
	
	

	Plant and Animal External Parts
	+
	
	
	
	

	Observing Organisms with Magnifiers
	+
	
	
	
	

	Different Purposes for Body Parts
	+
	
	
	
	

	Obtaining Food and Water
	+
	
	
	
	

	Functions of Roots and Leaves
	+
	
	
	
	

	Plant Life Cycles
	
	+
	
	
	

	Animal Life Cycles
	
	+
	
	
	

	Sorting Plants and Animals
	
	
	+
	
	

	Animal Structures and Functions
	
	
	+
	
	

	Responding to Environmental Change
	
	
	+
	
	

	Responding to Internal Needs
	
	
	+
	
	

	Nutrition and Health
	
	
	+
	
	

	Cell Functions
	
	
	
	+
	

	Cell Parts
	
	
	
	+
	

	Multi-cellular Organisms
	
	
	
	+
	

	Plant and Animals Cell Parts
	
	
	
	+
	

	Classifying Organisms
	
	
	
	+
	

	Lifestyle Choices and Environments
	
	
	
	+
	

	Photosynthesis
	
	
	
	
	+

	Cellular Respiration
	
	
	
	
	+

	Cell Essential Functions
	
	
	
	
	+

	Cell Membrane
	
	
	
	
	+

	Genetic Information and DNA
	
	
	
	
	+

	Chemical Reactions in Cells
	
	
	
	
	+

	Encoding Enzymes
	
	
	
	
	+

	Mitosis
	
	
	
	
	+

	Meiosis
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Ecosystems
	Different Habitats
	+
	
	
	
	

	Habitats Support Plants/Animals
	+
	
	
	
	

	Humans Can Change Habitats
	+
	
	
	
	

	Ecosystems Support Life
	
	+
	
	
	

	Ecosystems Change
	
	+
	
	
	

	Slow and Rapid Changes
	
	+
	
	
	

	Humans Impact Ecosystems
	
	+
	
	
	

	Ecosystem Characteristics
	
	
	+
	
	

	Food is Energy
	
	
	+
	
	

	Food Webs
	
	
	+
	
	

	Changes over Time
	
	
	+
	
	

	Organisms Affect Ecosystems
	
	
	+
	
	

	People Affect Ecosystems
	
	
	+
	
	

	Populations and Ecosystems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Energy Flow in Ecosystems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Sun Energy and Ecosystems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Changing Ecosystems
	
	
	
	+
	

	Investigating Environmental Issues
	
	
	
	+
	

	Energy and Matter Cycles in Ecosystems
	
	
	
	
	+

	Population Density
	
	
	
	
	+

	Population Growth
	
	
	
	
	+

	Representing Ecosystems with Models
	
	
	
	
	+

	Biodiversity
	
	
	
	
	+

	Sustainability
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Biological Evolution
	Living/Non-Living
	+
	
	
	
	

	Plant vs. Animals
	+
	
	
	
	

	Classifying with External Features
	+
	
	
	
	

	Variations Among Plants and Animals
	
	+
	
	
	

	Resemblances to Parents
	
	+
	
	
	

	Characteristics and Survivability
	
	+
	
	
	

	Fossils Represent Today’s Life
	
	+
	
	
	

	Fossils Different from Today’s Life
	
	+
	
	
	

	Population Changes
	
	
	+
	
	

	Inherited Characteristics
	
	
	+
	
	

	Characteristics and Environment
	
	
	+
	
	

	Fossil Evidence
	
	
	+
	
	

	Diversity of Life
	
	
	
	+
	

	Genetic Information
	
	
	
	+
	

	Reproduction and Diversity
	
	
	
	+
	

	Sexual and Asexual Reproduction
	
	
	
	+
	

	Adaptations
	
	
	
	+
	

	Extinction
	
	
	
	+
	

	Evidence for Evolution
	
	
	
	+
	

	Biological Evolution
	
	
	
	
	+

	Mutations
	
	
	
	
	+

	Diversity of Organisms
	
	
	
	
	+

	Fossil Record
	
	
	
	
	+

	Biological Classifications
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Force and Motion
	Position
	+
	
	
	
	

	Motion
	+
	+
	
	
	

	Force
	+
	
	
	
	

	Touching/Not Touching
	+
	
	
	
	

	Force Changes Motion
	
	+
	
	
	

	Greater Force/Lesser Force
	
	+
	
	
	

	Distance and Force
	
	+
	
	
	

	Weight
	
	
	+
	
	

	Speed
	
	
	+
	
	

	Average Speed
	
	
	
	+
	

	Friction
	
	
	
	+
	

	Unbalanced Forces
	
	
	
	+
	

	Force, Mass and Motion
	
	
	
	+
	

	Velocity
	
	
	
	
	+

	Acceleration
	
	
	
	
	+

	Newton’s First
	
	
	
	
	+

	Newton’s Second
	
	
	
	
	+

	Newton’s Third
	
	
	
	
	+

	Gravity
	
	
	
	
	+

	Electrical Force
	
	
	
	
	+

	Electrical Magnetism
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Matter: Properties and Change
	Liquids
	+
	
	
	
	

	Solids
	+
	
	
	
	

	Identify and Sorting by Properties
	
	+
	
	
	

	Comparing Properties
	
	+
	
	
	

	States of Matter
	
	+
	+
	
	

	Evaporation
	
	+
	
	
	

	Air
	
	
	+
	
	

	Conserving Matter
	
	
	+
	
	

	Characteristic Properties
	
	
	
	+
	

	Mixtures and Compounds
	
	
	
	+
	

	Atomic Nature of Matter
	
	
	
	+
	

	Molecules
	
	
	
	+
	

	Particle Motion and Phases of Matter
	
	
	
	+
	

	Conservation of Mass
	
	
	
	+
	

	Atomic Structure
	
	
	
	
	+

	Elements
	
	
	
	
	+

	Periodic Table
	
	
	
	
	+

	Ions
	
	
	
	
	+

	Molecular Compounds
	
	
	
	
	+

	Organic Compounds
	
	
	
	
	+

	Chemical Reactions
	
	
	
	
	+

	Solutions
	
	
	
	
	+

	Rates of Reaction
	
	
	
	
	+

	Isotopes
	
	
	
	
	+

	Fusion/Fission
	
	
	
	
	+


Big Idea: Energy: Transfer, Transformation and Conservation
	Forms of Energy
	
	+
	+
	
	

	Energy Transfer
	
	
	+
	
	

	Heat Energy
	
	
	+
	
	

	Sound Energy
	
	
	+
	
	

	Electrical Energy and Circuits
	
	
	+
	
	

	Energy Transfer and Transformation
	
	
	
	+
	

	Heat Transfer
	
	
	
	+
	

	Thermal Insulators
	
	
	
	+
	

	Visible Light
	
	
	
	+
	

	Electrical Energy
	
	
	
	+
	

	Waves
	
	
	
	+
	

	Conservation of Energy
	
	
	
	
	+

	Kinetic Energy
	
	
	
	
	+

	Gravitational Potential Energy
	
	
	
	
	+

	Wave Properties
	
	
	
	
	+

	Electromagnetic Wave
	
	
	
	
	+



	
At each grade span, the measurement topics are presented in a rubric format as shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1 depicts the 6th-8th grade rubric for the measurement topic Solar System in the Universe. To understand this format, consider score 3.0. It states that while engaged in tasks involving the Solar System in the Universe, the student will:
· describe the position of  objects in space relative to other objects (e.g., Earth’s position in the Solar System, the Solar System’s position in the Milky Way, and the Milky Way among other galaxies)


This score 3.0 statement represents the expected behavior for 6-8th grade students regarding the measurement topic of the Solar System in the Universe. That is, score 3.0 in each rubric represents the “target level” of knowledge for a measurement topic at a given grade level.   

The sample task portion of the rubric (the right side) presents possible assessment tasks that a teacher could use to assess a student’s current level of knowledge regarding this topic. In this case, the rubric suggests that the teacher could ask the student to create a physical model or diagram of the solar system.  It is important to keep in mind that these tasks are only examples.  The teacher is free to develop their own task to measure student progress on the expectation.

Figure 1: Rubric for the Measurement Topic of Solar System in the Universe at grade span 6-8

	EALR 4: Earth and Space Science

	Big Idea: Earth in Space (ES1)

	Core Content: The Solar System

	Topic: Solar System in the Universe

	Grade:  6-8 (ES1E)

	Score 4.0
	In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught.
	Sample Tasks

	
	
	· 

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.
	

	Score 3.0
	The student will:
· describe the position of  objects in space relative to other objects (e.g., Earth’s position in the solar system, the solar system’s position in the Milky Way, and the Milky Way among other galaxies)
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions.
	· Construct a physical model or create a diagram of the Earth’s position in the solar system.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content
	

	Score 2.0
	There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student:
· recognizes or recalls the position of objects in space
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes.
	· Labels a teacher provided diagram of the solar system.


	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content
	

	Score 1.0
	With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and processes.
	

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content
	

	Score 0.0
	Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated.
	


· 

Next consider score 2.0. In effect, it states that the student cannot describe the position of objects in space relative to other objects, but can recognize or recall the position of objects in space. The sample task in this case suggests that the student could label a diagram of the solar system, demonstrating their ability to recall the position of objects in space.

Score 2.0 behaviors are obviously more basic and simpler than the score 3.0 behaviors. That is why they are referred to as the simpler “details and processes” in the rubric. Score 2.5 is between scores 3.0 and 2.0. It indicates that the student can perform the score 2.0 behaviors successfully but is only partially successful at the score 3.0 behaviors. Score 1.5 indicates that the student is partially successful at the score 2.0 behaviors. For example, the student is able to name parts of the solar system (e.g., name some planets, names our solar system etc.) but cannot label a diagram of the solar system. 

Score 1.0 indicates that without help the student is unable to successfully demonstrate a particular skill. However, with help from the teacher (e.g., direct guidance, suggestions, prompts) the student has partial success with the score 3.0 and the score 2.0 behaviors. Score 0.5 indicates that with help the student has some success with the score 2.0 behaviors but still has no success with the score 3.0 behaviors. Score 0.0 indicates that the student has no success even with the teacher’s help with either the more complex (i.e. score 3.0) or the simpler behaviors (i.e. score 2.0) for the measurement topic.

Finally, score 4.0 indicates that the student not only demonstrates all behaviors indicative of scores 2.0 and 3.0, but also makes inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught in class..  A student could meet the 4.0 expectation by demonstrating any learning that goes above and beyond what was explicitly taught, and demonstrating that knowledge in a variety of ways. For example, a student may be asked to explain the reasons that objects hold their position in space. A student who could explain the reason that objects hold their position, in addition to successfully completing the score 3.0 and the score 2.0 tasks, would be assigned score 4.0  The inclusion of Score 4.0 in the rubric is simply intended to illustrate what a student might do, not what they must do.  

Score 3.5 also indicates that the student demonstrates all score 2.0 and 3.0 behaviors. Additionally, the student attempts to do things like explain the reasons that objects hold their position in space, however, the student is only partially successful in these attempts. 

 




Teachers Designing and Administering Their Own Assessments

The system of rubrics provided in this document is intended to be used by teachers to design, administer, and score their own classroom assessments. Assessment in this context is intended to go beyond a typical test.  Marzano Research Laboratory (MRL) defines assessment as “anything that a teacher does to gather information about a student’s knowledge or skill regarding a specific topic.” Anything that the teacher does in the classroom including learning activities, homework, class work, tests, quizzes, projects, presentations, group work, etc. can be used to collect data about a students’ progress towards meeting the standard.  MRL breaks assessment into three general types: Obtrusive, Unobtrusive and Student Generated.

Obtrusive Assessment:
Obtrusive assessments include a wide variety of classroom activities and assessments, all designed and used to assess student progress towards demonstrating success on the measurement topic.  The key to an obtrusive assessment is that the teacher intends for the given activity or test to be an assessment, and generally, the student knows that they are being assessed.  Instruction stops in order to assess student progress.  Generally, anything that a teacher does in the classroom can be used as an obtrusive assessment, given that the intention is to use it as an assessment.  Remember that an obtrusive assessment becomes an assessment portion of the school day, not instruction time.
Typically, the teacher will take a grade or collect a score when the student is given an obtrusive assessment.  This data is collected and used to make judgments about student progress (formative assessment) or to help determine a final grade (summative assessment).

Unobtrusive Assessment:
Unobtrusive assessments are the opportunities that a teacher has to observe a student performing a skill or demonstrating their knowledge of a measurement topic.  These assessments occur when the teacher becomes a passive observer of the learning environment, watching the student to determine level of skill.  The learning activity does not stop so that the student can be assessed, rather the teacher watches the activity and collects and records data without interrupting the activity or learning.  Essentially, the teacher watches a student as he/she performs a skill or demonstrates knowledge in order to discern ability level.  

Unobtrusive assessments work very well for observing student demonstration of procedural knowledge.  For example, a teacher can readily observe a student or class performing the steps of a procedure and record data about student understanding of and ability to perform the procedure. 

Unobtrusive assessments can be used to observe declarative knowledge as well.  By noting how a student interacts with their peers around the desired knowledge, the teacher can gather data about a student’s current level of understanding.
Unobtrusive assessment data can be collected just like obtrusive data.  This data is just as valid and reliable and can be used for formative or summative assessments purposes.

Student Generated Assessment:
Perhaps the best use of the rubric is to turn the responsibility for assessment over to the student.  With a well –written rubric, a student can determine how they are going to prove their skill or knowledge to the teacher.  In this type of assessment, the teacher encourages the student to develop their own assessments based on the rubric.  Once the assessment is completed and scored, the teacher can use the data from this assessment just like any other assessment data.

In order for a teacher or student to use a student-generated assessment, the student should initiate the request to “prove” to the teacher that they are capable of a better score then the teacher has currently given them.  The student will decide what form of assessment they would like to do in order to demonstrate their current level.  The teacher should provide guidance to make sure that the assessment will meet the requirements of the scale.  Keep in mind that student generated assessments could be used for data at any point in the formative assessment process.  In addition, the student should be encouraged to use any form of assessment.  Ideally, the student will choose assessment options that fit their particular strengths as a student.  This increases student motivation and engagement.

Once the student has chosen the assessment option, they are on their own to complete it.  When it is completed, the teacher will score the assessment using the same criteria (scale) as any other assessment, and record the data.  This data can then be used to determine the overall trend of student learning like any other teacher generated assessment.

Assessment Approaches

There are two basic approaches to designing assessments using these rubrics: 1) designing assessments that include all levels of the rubric and 2) designing assessments that include one level of the rubric only.  It is also possible to design an assessment that allows the teacher to collect data on multiple rubrics at the same time.




Assessing All Levels of the Rubric

To illustrate this approach, assume that a 6th-8th grade teacher wishes to design an activity to assess the measurement topic Solar System in the Universe. The teacher would make sure they have a part of an activity or items that address score 2.0. From the rubric in Figure 1 we see that score 2.0 involves recognizing or recalling the position of objects in space. To assess score 2.0 the teacher might ask students to answer multiple choice and fill in the blank type questions about the position of objects in space. Successfully answering these questions would indicate that a particular student had obtained score 2.0 status.  

To assess score 3.0, the teacher might ask the student to construct a diagram of the objects in the solar system. Successfully diagramming the solar system would indicate that a student had reached score 3.0 status.

Finally, to assess score 4.0 status the teacher would include an item that goes beyond describing the position of objects in space. For example the teacher could ask students to go one step further by explaining the reasons that objects hold their position in space. A student who could explain the reason that objects hold their position, in addition to successfully completing the score 3.0 and the score 2.0 tasks, would be assigned score 4.0.  Remember that the example just cited is one of many possible ways a student might achieve score 4.0.  The teacher and student have the freedom to demonstrate score 4.0 in any way that they see fit.

The example above involves a classroom assessment assigned to the entire class. The 6th-8th grade rubric for Solar System in the Universe can just as easily be used with individual students. For example, the teacher might call a particular student up to her desk while other students are working independently. The teacher would ask the student to recognize or recall the position of objects in space (Score 2.0).  Next, the teacher would ask the student to describe the position of select objects in relation to other objects (Score 3.0). Lastly, the teacher could ask the student to explain why objects hold their position in the universe (Score 4.0). The student’s performance on each of these three interactions would determine the student’s score for this assessment. In short, the rubrics can be used by classroom teachers to design, administer, and score a variety of types of classroom assessments for the measurement topics.  



Assessing One Level of the Rubric Only

Some teachers prefer to design and administer assessments that address one level of the rubric only. For example at the beginning of a unit, assessments include items, tasks or activities for score 2.0 only. In this case the first assessments in a unit would focus on recognizing or recalling the position of objects in the universe. Once students had demonstrated competence in this score 2.0 content, the teacher would focus on score 3.0 content and so on. 

In this system, students are assessed only on what has been or is being taught in class at a particular moment in time. Typically students are more familiar and more comfortable with this approach. However, the drawback of this approach is that it doesn’t provide students with a picture of where the unit is going and what will be expected of them by the end of the unit.


Assessing multiple topics using one assessment

Another option is to design an assessment with the intention of measuring multiple science topics. For instance, a unit of study might include several related topics that are taught concurrently.  Teachers can design assessments that measure all of these topics at the same time.  It is important to keep the scores of each topic separate from each other to ensure accurate measurement.  Teachers should have a great deal of flexibility to design assessments that address single or multiple topics.


Students Keeping Track of Their Own Progress

One of the simplest and most powerful uses of the measurement topics is to provide students with venues for keeping track of their own progress. To demonstrate, consider Figure 2, depicting a specific student’s scores on the measurement topic of Solar System in the Universe

Figure 2: Student Progress Chart
	
Keeping Track of my Learning
Name:  		I. H. 								
Measurement Topic: Solar System in the Universe				
My score at the beginning:   2 	   My goal is to be at  3	 by Nov. 30th	
Specific things I am going to do to improve: Work 15 min. three times a week
 (
Date assessment data collected
)


a Oct. 5th						f Nov. 26th				
b Oct. 12th						g					
c Oct. 20th						h					
d Oct. 30th						i					
e Nov. 12th						j					




In this example, the student is tracking his/her progress by recording six scores which were gathered from formal or informal assessments constructed by the teacher. The first assessment was on October 5, the next was on October 12 and so on. Each student in the class would begin with a blank form similar to the one filled in as an example above. After each assessment scored by the teacher each student would record his or her score on their individual progress chart. This not only provides students with a visual representation of their progress but invites discussions between teacher and students about areas of strength and weakness along with strategies for improvement as well. It also provides students with opportunities to set academic goals.

The data from individual progress charts can also be aggregated to obtain a snapshot of the progress for an entire class or set of classes. To illustrate, consider the example shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3: Aggregated Student Data
	
Recording Student Achievement – Multiple Classrooms
Teacher Name:  Ms. Pickering  Measurement Topic: Solar System in the Universe                          
Class/Subject:   Science            Grading Period/Time Span:  Quarter 2

 (
Date assessment data collected
)


1 Nov 2nd 						6					
2 Nov. 15th 					            7					
3 Dec. 5th						8					
4 Dec. 15th						9					
5 Jan. 6th						10					





This figure depicts scores from a number of classes that involve 110 total students. It shows how many students are above a specific “performance standard.” For example, if the school or district has established that it wishes all students to achieve a rubric score of at least 2.0 on the rubric for a particular measurement topic, then the score of 2.0 is the performance standard for that particular topic. For the measurement topic of Solar System in the Universe 50 percent of the students were at or above the performance standard on November 2 as they were for the next two assessments. However, by December 15, 70 percent of students were at the performance standard or above.

This type of aggregated data can provide teachers and administrators with a snapshot of progress for a specific science measurement topic at a number of levels: classroom, grade level, school, or district.  Such aggregated data can be the basis for identifying future instructional emphases for teams of teachers. If the aggregated data indicates that an insufficient percentage of students in a particular grade level are at or above the designated performance standard, it would suggest that teachers, student support staff, and administrators work together to determine how best to enhance student progress for that particular measurement topic.

As the Basis for Grading and Reporting Final Status

Measurement topics can be used as the basis for classroom grading in traditional or nontraditional ways. To illustrate, consider a 6t-8th  grade teacher who is attempting to keep track of students’ performance on four pre-determined measurement topics in Science within a given quarter:
· Moon Phases and Eclipses
· Objects in the Solar System
· Motion in the Solar System
· Solar System in the Universe

She would utilize four rubrics for those measurement topics each modeled after the rubric template in Figure 1.

Over a nine-week period of time (let’s say), the teacher would administer a number of assessments on these measurement topics. Some of these assessments might take the form of quizzes and tests. Some forms of assessment also could be quite informal in nature, such as an interaction the teacher has with a specific student. A teacher could use different types of assessment, such as obtrusive, unobtrusive or student generated.  Figure 4 depicts the scores for four measurement topics that have been addressed over a given grading period. Two of these topics might have been addressed during one unit of instruction, and the other two during a different unit. 

Figure 4: Rubric Scores for a Student on Four Science Measurement Topics
	Assessment #
	Moon Phases and Eclipses

	Objects in the Solar System

	Motion in the Solar System

	Solar System in the Universe


	1
	1.5
	2.0
	1.0
	1.0

	2
	2.0
	2.5
	2.0
	2.5

	3
	3.0
	3.0
	3.0
	3.0

	4
	3.0
	3.0
	4.0
	3.5

	Final Score
	3.0
	3.0
	4.0
	3.5



Figure 4 contains the scores for a single student on four measurement topics. Four assessment scores have been recorded for each topic. These assessments might have been specific to a single topic or they might have included two topics. For example, the teacher could have given a single assessment that included the topic of Moon Phases and Eclipses
and the topic of Objects in the Solar System.  Rather than assign a single rubric score on this assessment, two rubric scores would be assigned—one for each topic. On another occasion the teacher might have designed an assessment that addressed a single topic like Motion in the Solar System. One score would have been assigned to this assessment because it addressed one topic only. 

The row in Figure 4 entitled “final score” reports the final status for the student in each topic. It is important to note that this final score is not obtained by simply averaging the previous scores. Rather the teacher would look at the trend of scores over time and assign a topic score that most accurately represents the student’s status at the end of the grading period. To generate this final score the teacher would use a variety of information including:
· the formal assessments that have been administered and recorded (i.e. the scores shown in Figure 4)
· information obtained from informal data gleaned as a result of interacting with the student in class and observing the student
· the trend data from a computer grading program
We recommend that teachers draw from a variety of data sources to make a well informed decision about a student’s final status for a given grading period on each measurement topic. The average is rarely appropriate for a final score on a given topic. To illustrate, consider the four scores in Figure 4 for the topic of Motion in the Solar System: 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, and 4.0. The average of these scores is 2.5. But this score does not reflect the student’s true level of learning at the end of the grading period. Even though the student began with a score of 1.0, she had demonstrated level 4.0 competence by the end of the quarter.

To construct an overall grade for Science for a given 9 week period of time (let’s say), the final scores on each measurement topic would be averaged in some weighted or un-weighted fashion. Averaging final topic scores might sound like a contradiction to the statement above that the final score for a given topic should not be computed by averaging scores on previous assessments for the topic. This later statement is true; you shouldn’t average scores over time for assessments within the same measurement topic. This is because students should be “getting better” regarding the understanding of or skill at a given measurement topic over time. An average wouldn’t accurately reflect their level of understanding or skill at the end of the grading period. In fact averaging will underestimate their true status because it doesn’t take into account the fact that a student has improved over time. A student could start a grading period with a score of 0.0 on a given topic and end the grading period with a score of 4.0. However when you have to put together final scores across measurement topics, you have little option but to do something like average them. This is because the different topics measure different types of information and skill. By definition, whenever you aggregate final scores on different topics you are creating an overall score across different things. The best you can do in this case is to use a weighted or unweighted average. The only other option is to devise a system that requires students to receive specific minimum scores on specific topics. For example, to receive a grade of A the student might have to obtain a minimum score of 3.0 on two specific topics and a minimum score of 2.0 on two specific topics that have not been fully addressed during that grading period (but will be fully addressed during the next). In short, there are many ways to construct a final grade but it is always important to remember that an overall grade that cuts across multiple measurement topics will force the teacher to use some artificial and arbitrary way to combine scores on different types of information and skill.

If a weighted or un-weighted average is used, it could be readily transformed into traditional A, B, C, D and F grades. Figure 5 provides a sample of a possible grading scheme.

Figure 5: Conversion Scale to Traditional Grade
	Average Rubric Score across Multiple Topics
	Traditional Grade

	3.00-4.00
	
	A

	2.50–2.99
	
	B

	2.00-2.49
	
	C

	1.50-1.99
	
	D

	Below 1.50
	
	F



Using final topic scores, any number of measurement topics addressed within a grading period can be combined to form an overall grade based on the traditional A,B,C,D,F scale. Of course, this is an example only. The school district or individual schools must design a system that best reflects their formative and summative assessment needs.

At the elementary level it is common to use a reporting system other than the traditional A, B, C, D, F format. For example, the format in Figure 6 might be used instead:

Figure 6: Conversion Scale to Nontraditional Grading Scale
	Average Rubric Score across Multiple Topics
	Traditional Grade

	3.01-4.00
	
	Meets with Excellence

	2.50–3.00
	
	Meets with Proficiency

	1.50-2.49
	
	Approaches Proficiency

	Below 1.50
	
	Well Below Proficiency



Again, this is an example only. The school district or individual schools must design a system that works best for them.

Commonly Asked Questions
When first using a system of measurement topics and scoring scales, like the one presented in this document, teachers will commonly have many questions. Four common questions are addressed here.

How Many Assessments Do I Need to Assign a Final Score on a Measurement Topic?
In Figure 4, four scores are reported on each measurement topic. It is useful but not necessary to have four scores per student per topic. The general rule to follow is that a teacher should have as many or as few scores as are necessary to arrive at a final score that the teacher believes accurately reflects a student’s status at the end of a grading period. For some students a teacher might be sure of a particular student’s status after a few assessments only. For some students a teacher might need more than four assessments.

What Counts as an Assessment? In a system like the one presented in this document, an assessment can take many forms. Certainly traditional paper/pencil tests are a common form of assessment. However, an informal discussion with a particular student on a particular topic can also be a valid way to collect assessment data. Given this flexibility it is fairly easy for a teacher to collect multiple scores for a topic. If the teacher believes that she needs more information to determine a student’s final status she can ask that student to meet individually with her and use the subsequent discussion as a type of assessment, or the teacher can ask that students to complete some extra exercises.

How Can I Make the Rubrics “Student Friendly?”
The rubrics in this document are written for teachers and other school staff. They can and should be translated into student language. This is done by presenting the class with a rubric and as a group rewording the score 2.0, 3.0, and 4.0 content in a way that gives students specific examples of what constitutes a score 2.0 response, a score 3.0 response, and a score 4.0 response.

Where Does Student Self-Assessment Fit In?
If rubrics have been rewritten in student friendly language, they can be used by students to score themselves on assessments. The scores students assign themselves can then be compared with the scores the teacher has assigned on a specific topic. This should facilitate some powerful dialogue between teacher and student regarding the scores that most accurately represent his or her status at any point in time.



11-2 Holiday Para.	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	1.5	2.0	2.0	1.5	2.5	3.0	


Total # of students represented on this graph: 110
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