To Kill a Mockingbird:  A Study in Perception, Conflict, and Change

High School Literature Study
Background Information for the Unit: In this unit, students will be immersed in the living history of the 1930's as they conduct a deep examination of the characters in the novel To Kill a Mockingbird. This time period is one that is scarred with human injustices, depression, and violence against innocence. The 1930's were a time when racial discrimination ran rampant and poverty was known to almost all. But this time period is not all that different from the situations that most of us face today. In this study, students will be asked to continuously reflect on these questions:
1. Do you recognize the face of discrimination, poverty, depression, human injustices, and violence against innocence?  
2. Can you relate to the characters of this story and those that lived through some of the most difficult times of United States history?  
Students will identify similar challenges, as a society, we face today that are not all that different from this tragic time in history.  Perhaps while all our lives are different today because of the past, and the struggles in the world we face today are not the same as they used to be, this novel begs us to explore the question: Do each of us have a responsibility in protecting the innocent from evil?
While this unit does not include all the lessons that would be constructed to guide student understanding, the framework serves as a visual representation to the intent behind the unit plan with accompanying suggested student-engagement opportunities to increase student inquiry and reflection.
	Conceptual Lens

	Macro-concept: Perspective
Micro-concepts: Conflict, Injustice, Tolerance vs. Intolerance, Change

	Understandings (Which may include principles, generalizations, theories): Phrase these as students will understand that…)

1. Perception is influenced by one’s environment, experience, and individual characteristics.
2. Perspectives (economic, social, religious, cultural, philosophical, psychological, political, technological) can vary and lead to conflict.
3. Change can lead to positive and negative consequences.
4. Societies are governed by spoken and unspoken codes of behavior.
5. Doing what's right can bring great risks.
6. When a person or people break one of these codes, there is often a negative reaction.
7. Understanding or empathy can compel kindness and check cruelty.
	Essential Questions:

1. How does To Kill a Mockingbird frame issues of courage and cowardice against the backdrop of the American South in the 1930s?
2. How can citizens, particularly ourselves, break through barriers of prejudice to promote tolerance?
3. Why is Harper Lee's theme of social injustice still relevant today and, in particular, in your community?
4. What does it mean to be an individual in society?  
5.  Does society force its citizens to take unpopular, but moral, stances in order to promote change?
6. What does it mean to "come of age"?
7. What makes a good work of historical fiction?

	Students will know…

1. Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896)

2. The Jim Crow Laws

3. Civil Rights Movement

4. Brown vs. Board of Education
5. The Scottsboro Trials

	Students will be able to…(Skills)

1. Identify and compose an effective discussion question to explore in a Socratic seminar format.
2. Interpret symbols and themes by analyzing and using textual evidence.
3. Connect themes and issues to contemporary, real world situations in a variety of ways.
4. Demonstrate understanding of a character’s point of view and why he or she made the choices he or she did.
5. Recognize types of point of view and the strengths of each relative to author’s intended message.
6. Identify ways in which the narrator’s point of view may be altered throughout a story to reflect changing perspective.
7. Identify textual references to themes they have identified.
8. Write an essay that includes quotations from the text that exemplify the themes and further relate the themes to particular characters.
9. Recognize rhetorical techniques and their intended effects.
10. Analyze arguments for use of rhetorical devices.
11. Use rhetorical techniques to craft their own argument.
12. Produce a Podcast that answers the essential questions of the unit.
13. Conduct historical research using primary and secondary sources to support interpretation of historical context.

14. Create effective oral presentations for specific audiences.


	Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks:

Analyzing Character in To Kill a Mockingbird Performance Task-Creating Character Profiles

Gaining Insight into the Cultural Context of a Time and Place
Analyzing the Rhetorical Devices in Atticus’ Speech
	Other Evidences:
Tests

Exit Cards

Journal Entries

Socratic Blogging Responses

Responses to Essential Questions



	Possible Student-Engagement Activities

	Conceptually Setting Up the Unit:

· Have students think of a time in their lives when their PERSPECTIVE was changed by some experience, observation, or event when they were younger as compared with how they see perceive the issue or event now. Have them explain what that perspective was and why a change took place.  Ask them to share their perceptions with their peers and then keep track of their responses on chart paper as they respond to the following question: What shapes how we perceive something? (i.e., gender, race, age, philosophical beliefs, religion beliefs, culture, etc).

· Throughout the book, students will encounter several quotes that will cause them to pause and think about what they mean.  In stories, characters are often used to convey certain beliefs that people hold. These characters shape the story and reveal its message to us as readers.  One quote to start this reflective thinking is the following: "You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view - until you climb into his skin and walk around in it." - Ch 3 of To Kill a Mockingbird.  Ask students to copy this quote on the left-hand side of a double-entry notebook/journal and then respond to it using illustrations, graphics, or narrative to explain a time when their perspective was changed by climbing into the skin of another.  Many quotes throughout the book are important to ask students to reflect on as it relates to themselves, to other texts they have read, and to the world.  Select quotes that you consider worthy of being pursued as they read this book.
Analyzing Character in To Kill a Mockingbird Performance Task:

Creating Character Profiles 

· As you were reading your assigned work, you have probably engaged in an informal character analysis without even knowing it, whether from your own opinions, text you selected to highlight, or notes that you wrote. With a little guidance on what to do with those various notations, writing a character analysis should not be a problem!  For this activity you will carry out a psychological character profile analysis using the directions listed below: 
Directions for the Task:

Choose one character from To Kill a Mockingbird. Think about the numerous factors that ultimately shape the way this character thinks and behaves throughout the book (i.e., family, emotions, historical events, interactions with a specific environment, physical traits, social influences, and religion, etc.). From the list that we have created as a class, choose the five factors that you think are the most influential. Then, as a group, create a poster illustrating the factors that you have chosen. 

Poster Expectations:

For each factor your group chooses:

· Write a well-developed paragraph explaining why this factor is one of the most influential for this character. Use the text to support your answer.

· Place this paragraph on the poster.

· Select one quotation/piece of text taken directly from the novel that you feel illustrates this factor’s influence on the life of the character. Link this to the research you conducted on www.socialpsychology.org. Display this on the poster.

· Find a symbol that you think portrays this factor. Write a well-developed paragraph that describes the significance of the symbol. This symbol should also be displayed on the poster.
· Here are some helpful hints to guide your thinking about the factors you should consider:
1. Pay attention to the character’s ethics. Does the character make just or unjust choices? 
2.  Decide whether the character’s actions are wise or unwise? What is the character’s motivation? As you are mulling over the pros and cons of each character’s internal thoughts and external actions, you will want to also consider why the character is acting or thinking in a particular way. Has the author given you any clues about the character’s past?  
3. Consider the effects of the character’s behavior on other characters.  Look for repeatedly used words that describe the character. Those words often give insight into a character’s psychology and motivations.
4. Be aware of items associated with the character. They may say something about his or her state of mind.
5. Is the character “flat” or “round”? A character is considered flat (or static) when he or she does not experience change of any kind, does not grow from beginning to end. 
6. Consider the historical time period of the character. Refrain from making modern judgments about the past; put the character’s actions and thoughts in context.
7. Finally, what does the author think? Look for any of the author’s own judgments about the characters he or she has created. The author may be directing you toward an intended interpretation.
To complete this task, you can carry out the activities in a small group or individually.  This is your choice. You can also select a presentation format that matches your learning preference.  If you decide to use the poster, you may find using Glogster (www.glogster.com) an easy tool for you to accomplish your performance in a different format.

The graphic organizer below will help you to conduct the analysis.
Graphic Organizer for Psychological Character Profile

Character: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Factors You Considered
Evidence To Support This
Quote That Best Exemplifies This Factor

Symbol Used to Portray This Factor

**Please respond to these questions in your reflective journals after you complete your presentation. ** 
1. How did your understanding of your group’s character change as a result of this activity?
2. In your opinion, how are the psychological factors that most affect people today similar to and different from those you saw at work in the novel?
Reflective Thinking Opportunities:
Socratic Blogging Seminar Questions
· There are many questions that need to be considered when reading To Kill A Mockingbird.  I want you to select questions in which you have a keen interest in order to have a friendly conversation with others who are interested in the same question.  When responding to these questions, please tie your responses back to examples within the To Kill a Mockingbird text.  (Teachers: It is easy to create a blog for students using this website (http://www.blogger.com).  You can also determine which set of questions are appropriate for your students to respond to based on their readiness levels by putting them in groups to respond to each other or have them select those that are of interest.
1. What are the causes and consequences of prejudice and injustice, and how does an individual’s response to them reveal his/her true character?
2. What allows some individuals to take a stand against prejudice/oppression while others choose to participate in it?
3. What are the causes and consequences of prejudice and how does an individual’s response to it reveal his/her morals, ethics, and values?
4. How are prejudice and bias created? How do we overcome them?
5. When should an individual take a stand against what he/she believes to be an injustice? What are the most effective ways to do this?
6. What does power have to do with fairness and justice?
7. What happens when belief systems of societies and individuals come into conflict?
8. When should an individual take a stand in opposition to an individual or larger group?

9. How do our values and beliefs shape who we are as individuals and influence our behavior?
Gaining Insight into the Cultural Context of a Time and Place:

Performance Task: Understanding literature often requires some knowledge of history. Readers gain insight when they know about the time period in which the work was set and when it was written. In To Kill a Mockingbird, the narrator Scout Finch recounts events that had taken place years before in her childhood. Writing in the late 1950s, Harper Lee may have been prompted by the Civil Rights Movement to give us a version of “history as life lived.”
Directions:

Your task is to delve into the past in which the novel is set (the 1930s) or the time in which it was written (the 1950s-1960s) to better understand the characters and the story. You will be able to research and present historical information about the time period during which To Kill a Mockingbird was set and written by researching these topics: Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896), The Jim Crow Laws, Civil Rights Movement, The Scottsboro Trials, and Brown vs. Board of Education.

You will work together in small groups to complete this project. We will spend several days in class working on the project, but some work will need to be completed outside of class as well. 

Required Steps to be Completed:

1. Consult at least five (5) different sources for information on your topic. You must use at least one book and at least one Internet source. You will want to locate primary documents to support your research. Film and interviews can also be used as sources.

2. Take notes on each of your sources.

3. Develop a Works Consulted (bibliography) page to be handed in on the day of your presentation. This is a graded portion of the assignment worth 20 points.

4. Select the most important information from your notes and develop your presentation.

5. Your group will then give an eight-to-ten minute presentation to the class.  The purpose of your presentation is to teach the class about your topic. Your presentation must include speaking directly to the class and using a visual presentation for support (PowerPoint/handout/skit/game, theatrical performance, and other technology-supported presentation you might create using a program like VoiceThread (http://voicethread.com). Each group member must be responsible for an equal portion of the presentation. This is a grade portion of the assignment worth 60 points.

6. Prepare a handout for the class (30 copies) that includes key features of the information you will present. Be creative! You may add any appropriate and relevant elements to your presentation. This is a graded portion of the assignment worth 20 points.

7. Develop four (4) quiz questions about the material in your presentation. The quiz questions are worth 10 points.
8. Practice your presentation. Get together with your group and practice at least once. Go through everything you want to present and time yourselves. Make sure your presentation is between 10-15 minutes.
Analyzing the Rhetorical Devices in Atticus’ Speech:

· Watch the video clip from the film adaptation that shows Atticus’ closing comments at the trail of Tom Robinson after reviewing rhetorical devices. You are to analyze Atticus Finch's speech to cite which devices (ethos, logos, and/or pathos) are used and to cite evidence to support your reasoning. You can also find the entire transcript of this speech at the American Rhetoric website: (http://www.americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechtokillamockingbird.html). After you conduct your analyses using the charts below, you will create you own persuasive paragraph indicating the predominantly used device in his speech. 

To remind you of these rhetoric devices, please refer to the definitions below:

Ethos comes from the Greek word for character, but a more modern translation might be “image.” An ethos driven speech or document is based on the reputation, values, credibility, and moral character of the author. The writer appeals to the reader’s sense of fairness and relies on statements that refer to fairness, morals, values, and ethics. If we believe someone is an authority on the topic and has a “good sense and good moral character,” we will be more likely to believe what that person says. The English words “ethical” and “ethics” are derived from this term.

Legos comes from the Greek word for reason. A legos-driven speech or document is based on logic or reason, and ideas are presented in ways that most people find reasonable and convincing, Most scholarly and academic documents are legos-driven presenting statistics, facts , or reasons for believing their ideas or arguments that are true.  The English word “logic” is derived from this term.

Pathos comes from the Greek word for emotion. A pathos-driven speech or document is based on emotion and the goal is to use language or images that provoke an emotional response in the audience.  Using emotions such as anger, pity, fear and joy can motivate people to believe or act in one way or another.  You see this technique used a great deal in advertisements on television.  Several English words are derived from this terms including  “pathetic” and “emphathy”.
Atticus Finch’s Speech
Who is the audience?

What is the problem or issue that the speaker is addressing? Provide a quo​tation from the speech that either states or alludes to this problem. 

What does the speaker want people to do, think, or feel? Provide textual evidence for your claim. 

Which types of appeals does the speaker use (ethos, logos, or pathos)? 

Find three quotes that il​lustrate which appeals the speaker uses. 

What other literary devices do you find in the speech? For example, are there ex​amples of metaphor, simile, repetition, and so on? Find at least two examples.
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