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I*would*be*here….*
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Who*Are*We?*
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The disclaimer… 
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There*is*no*perfect*method*
for*iden-fying*highly*capable*
students*for*services!*



Indefensible!PracAces!!
(Horror!Stories…)!
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A!district!in!the!West…!



Indefensible!PracAces!!
(Horror!Stories…)!
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Indefensible!PracAces!!
(Horror!Stories…)!
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A!district!in!the!East…!



Indefensible!PracAces!!
(Horror!Stories…)!
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Naglieri"Nonverbal"Ability"Test"(NNAT)"

Cogni>ve"Abili>es"Test"
!(Verbal,!QuanAtaAve,!Nonverbal,!Composite)!

NWEAs"(Reading,!MathemaAcs,!Language!Arts)!

MN"Comprehensive"Assessments""

5\!item!teacher!checklist!

Stanford"Achievement"Test"

Wechsler"Intelligence"Scale"for"Children,"IV"
Some!hand!scored,!reassessed!ever!1\2!years!

A!district!in!the!Midwest….!



What!are!some!ongoing!issues!or!concerns!
about!“selecAon”!(idenAficaAon)!you!have!

wondered!or!wonder!about??!

Think!to!yourself\\what!are!two!issues!
that!come!to!mind?!

Discuss!with!your!seatmates….!

9!



Sample!IdenAficaAon!Protocols!

What!do!you!noAce!about!the!
idenAficaAon!pracAces!in!each!
protocol?!
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Note,!even!though!we!
are!talking!about!
idenAficaAon!right!now,!
it!is!not!the!first!step!in!
program!planning!!!!
We!first!must!know!the!
services!and!needs!for!
which!we!are!
idenAfying!students!!
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Ongoing!Issues?!

1.  Most effective or appropriate 
tools 

2.  Measurement issues 
3.  Efficient procedures 
4.  Underrepresented groups 
5.  Who should be involved in the 

identification process? 
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Standards!and!Guidelines!for!
IdenAficaAon!

www.nagc.org!
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Ongoing!Issues?!

1.*Most*effec-ve*or*appropriate*tools*
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• MulAple!sources!of!informaAon…!
!and!no!lip!service!!
• !Use!as!designed!
• Tools!with!research!support!!!!
"(Would"you"use"a"homemade"test?)"
!!!For!example,!teacher!judgment!scales/ !!
checklists…!



Teacher!NominaAon!Instruments!

  !SRBCSS&R!!
*–!Scales!(Learning,!etc.)!(N!=14)!
!–!Teacher!Training!Exercises!(N!=14)!
!–!AdministraAon!Procedures!

  !Scales!for!Iden2fying!Gi7ed!
Students!(SIGS)!
!–Teacher!and!Home!Scales!(7!subscales)!

  Gi7ed!Ra2ng!Scales!(GRS)!
**–!GRSJP!(five!domains),!GRSJS!(6!domains)!
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SRBCSSJR"
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SRBCSSJR"
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SRBCSS!!Teacher!!Training!Ex.!

18!AcAvity!



Technical"and"Administra>on"Manual"
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Distributed!by!Prufrock!Press!



SIGs!
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Ages!5\!18,!naAonal!norms!
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NaAonal!norms!(T!Scores))!



The!NEW!CogAt!7!Screening!From!
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The!NEW!CogAt!7!Screening!From!
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The!Screening!Form!contains!3!parts:!
•  Verbal!Analogies!
•  Number!Analogies!
•  Figure!Matrices!

Example*in*the*Direc-ons*Sec-on*
In*Level*9*



Naglieri!Nonverbal!Ability!Test!(NNAT)!
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Level B (Gr. 1 Item) 



Naglieri!Nonverbal!Ability!Test!(NNAT)!

Level B (Gr. 1 Item) 
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Ongoing!Issues?!

2.*Measurement*issues*
• Validity*and*Reliability*

!\!Validity…what!are!you!trying!to!predict?!

!!! !\!Reliability…are!the!scores!consistent?!

•  Standard*Error*of*Measurement*
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Ongoing!Issues?!

•  Standard*Error*of*Measurement:*

*an*es-mate*of*the*error*in*an*
individual’s*test*score*

*We*can*never*really*know*a*person’s*
“TRUE”*test*score.***
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Standard Error of Measurement 
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X= 
116 

For example, SEm = 6 pts. 

122 110 128 104 



Ongoing!Issues?!

•  Standard*Error*of*Measurement:*

*We*can*never*really*know*a*person’s*
“TRUE”*test*score.***
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Sample!Standard!Errors!of!Measurement!
for!Individual!&!Group!Tests!
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WISC\IV!and!GAI!

31!hGp://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=375!



Handouts!on!Norm!Scores…!

A!norm!score!is!one!way!of!
interpreAng!one!score!relaAve!to!other!
scores.!
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Using!Local!Norms!
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Why?!
How?!

David!Lohman’s!!
Website!



Normal!Curve!Equivalents!(NCEs)!

•  Note,!last!page!of!my!handout!
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Ongoing!Issues?!
3.*Effec-ve*Procedures*

•  !Matrix!or!Not?!
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Ongoing!Issues?!
3.*Effec-ve*Procedures*

•  !Matrix!or!Not?!
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Remember,!percenAles!should!NOT!be!
used!in!a!matrix,!use!standard!scores!
(such!as!a!z!scores)!instead.!

Avoid the BIG BAD BLUNDER! 



Ongoing!Issues?!
3.*Effec-ve*Procedures*

•  !Matrix!or!Not?!
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Avoid the BIG BAD BLUNDER! 



Ongoing!Issues!

4.*Underrepresented*Groups?*
\  Nonverbal!Tests!are!not!the!panacea!

\  Talent!Development!Programs/Young!
Scholars!

\  Case!Study/Performance!Assessments!
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United!States!Office!of!Civil!Rights!1970!OCR!
Memorandum\!!

IdenAficaAon!of!DiscriminaAon!and!Denial!of!
Services!on!the!Basis!of!NaAonal!Origin!
declares,!“Students!may!not!be!excluded!from!
effecAve!parAcipaAon!in!school!because!of!their!
inability!to!speak!and!understand!the!language!
of!instrucAon.”!
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Young!Scholars!Program!

Fairfax,!VA!
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hGp://www.fcps.edu/is/aap/ys.shtml!

hGp://www.district196.org/District/Departments/giredtalented/
YoungScholars.cfm!

Apple!Valley,!MN!

ETC.*



Case!Study/Performance!Assessments!
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Maggie!Smith’s!ELL!and!Low!SES!Scales!
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If!interested!in!parAcipaAng!in!the!pilot,!contact!
Maggie!Smith!Margaret.Smith@mpls.k12.mn.us!



Ongoing!Issues!

5.*Who*should*be*involved*in*the*
process?*

*Z*a*team,*a*selec-on*commi\ee*
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Standards!and!Guidelines!for!
IdenAficaAon!

www.nagc.org!
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Standard*2.1.**Iden-fica-on.*
Student*Outcome:*

All*students*in*grade*PKZ12*have*equal*access*
to*a*comprehensive*assessment*system*that*
allows*them*to*demonstrate*diverse*
characteris-cs*and*behaviors*that*are*
associated*with*gi`edness.*

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!Assessment!(New!in!
2010)!
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Standard*2.1.**Iden-fica-on.*
EvidencedZbased*Prac-ces*for*2.1:*

2.1.1. Educators develop environments and 
instructional activities that encourage 
students to express diverse characteristics 
and behaviors that are associated with 
giftedness. 
2.1.2. Educators provide parents/guardians 
with information regarding diverse 
characteristics and behaviors that are 
associated with giftedness.   

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!Assessment!
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Standard*2.2.**Iden-fica-on.*

Each student reveals his or her 
exceptionalities or potential through 
assessment evidence so that appropriate 
instructional accommodations and 
modifications can be provided.   

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!
Assessment!
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Standard*2.2.**Iden-fica-on.*
EvidencedZbased*Prac-ces*for*2.2:*

2.2.1. Educators establish comprehensive, cohesive, and ongoing procedures for 
identifying and serving students with gifts and talents. These provisions include 
informed consent, committee review, student retention, student reassessment, 
student exiting, and appeals procedures for both entry and exit from gifted 
program services. 
2.2.2. Educators select and use multiple assessments that measure diverse 
abilities, talents, and strengths that are based on current theories, models, and 
research. 
2.2.3. Assessments provide qualitative and quantitative information from a variety 
of sources, including off-level testing, are nonbiased and equitable, and are 
technically adequate for the purpose.   

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!Assessment!
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Standard*2.2.**Iden-fica-on.*
EvidencedZbased*Prac-ces*for*2.2:*

2.2.4. Educators have knowledge of student exceptionalities and collect 
assessment data while adjusting curriculum and instruction to learn about each 
student’s developmental level and aptitude for learning. 
2.2.5. Educators interpret multiple assessments in different domains and 
understand the uses and limitations of the assessments in identifying the needs 
of students with gifts and talents. 
2.2.6. Educators inform all parents/guardians about the identification process. 
Teachers obtain parental/guardian permission for assessments, use culturally 
sensitive checklists, and elicit evidence regarding the child’s interests and 
potential outside of the classroom setting.   

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!Assessment!
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Standard*2.3.**Iden-fica-on.*

Students with identified needs represent diverse 
backgrounds and reflect the total student 
population of the district.   

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!
Assessment!
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Standard*2.3.**Iden-fica-on.*
EvidencedZbased*Prac-ces*for*2.3:*

2.3.1.  Educators select and use non-biased and equitable approaches 
for identifying students with gifts and talents, which may include using 
locally developed norms or assessment tools in the child’s native 
language or in nonverbal formats. 
2.3.2. Educators understand and implement district and state policies 
designed to foster equity in gifted programming and services. 
2.3.3. Educators provide parents/guardians with information in their 
native language regarding diverse behaviors and characteristics that 
are associated with giftedness and with information that explains the 
nature and purpose of gifted programming options.   

NAGC!Program!Standard:!!Assessment!
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!A!Self\RaAng!Sheet…!
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2.1.1!!!!!_____!
2.1.2!!!!!_____!
2.2.1!!!!!_____!
2.2.2!!!!!_____!
2.2.3!!!!!_____!
2.2.4!!!!!_____!
2.2.5!!!!!_____!
2.2.6!!!!!_____!
3.3.1!!!!!_____!
2.3.2!!!!!_____!
2.3.3!!!!!_____!

On a 5-point scale, with 5 
being the highest… 

To what extent does 
your school or district 
address these? 



Accept it 
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There*is*no*perfect*method*
for*iden-fying*highly*capable*
students*for*services!*



!Something!to!remember…!
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We should service the “gift” that 
brought the child to our attention 
in the first place.  

     –Del Siegle 


